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STATEMENT OF FAITH 


Adopted at Washington in 1935 


The bond of fellowship in this church 
shall be a common purpose to do the 
will of God as Jesus revealed it and to 
co-operate in establishing the Kingdom for 
which he lived and died. 


To that end we avow our faith in 


God as Eternal and All-Conquering Love, 

The spiritual leadership of Jesus, 

The supreme worth of every human 
personality, 

The authority of truth known or to be 
known, 

And in the power of men of good will and 
sacrificial spirit to overcome all evil and 
progressively establish the Kingdom of 
God. 


Neither this nor any other statement shall 
be imposed as a creedal test, provided that 
the faith thus indicated be professed. 


The conditions of fellowship in the church 
shall be acceptance of the principles of the 
Universalist faith and acknowledgment of 
the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Univer- 
salist Church of America. 
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Our cover shows the Fisherman’s Bridge, Yellow Stone 
Park. We dedicate this picture to those Universalist nimrods 
who spend their late winter and early spring evenings going 
over the fishing tackle. Clare Blauvelt of Pasadena California; 
Ellsworth Reamon of Syracuse, New York; Ralph Gardner 
and Robert Fiske of Haverhill, Massachusetts, and all other 
Universalist fishermen should know that, “they say” out 
of this river and from this bridge are caught fourteen to 
eighteen inch trout. 


Robert H. Barber, minister of the Universalist Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Lawrence, Massachusetts, preached the 
Akron Assembly Sermon, Listen—The Church!—at the 
Friday evening service of worship, April 26. 


The Editor reports on The Akron General Assembly ses- 
sions. 


Elsie Oakes Barber gives a lively picture of the convention 
sessions of the Association of Univeralist Women in Women 
At Work. 


Dana E. Klotzle in addition to his strenuous duties as a 
one man press and public relations committee, found time to 
write for us on The General Sunday School Association and 
the Department of Education, a story on the Convention Sun- 
day at Akron and a stimulating account of the Church in Our 
Town Conference, What Laymen Have Done. 


Fred C. Leining, Superintendent of New York State Uni- 
versalists and the distinguished editor of The Empire State 
Universalist gives us an account of the closing event of the 
Akron assembly in his account of The Banquet. 


William J. Arms of Peoria, Illinois, says We Stand in 
Need of a New Birth of Freedom. We agree and so will you, 
when you read what Mr. Arms has to say. 


GIFTS, ANNUITIES, AND BEQUESTS 


will help us complete 


THE ONE HUNDRED-TWENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY FUND 


of the 
UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


More than $100,000 have been raised 
Less than $25,000 to go. 
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~~ For All of Us the Word Is: 


E had a great gathering of Universalists in Akron. 

It was great in spirit and it was daring and 
imaginative in action. Lay delegates and ministers 
alike renewed their dedication to the cause of high 
religion. The legislative sessions were concerned with 
ways and means for making the gospel of God’s father- 
hood and man’s brotherhood serve the needs of people 
in this present world. Steps were taken to increase 
our help for suffering people on both sides of the world. 
The welfare of former enemies in Japan as well as allies 
in Europe was on the consciences of the delegates and 
they extended the helping hand to both friend and 
former enemy. Plans for the extension of religious liber- 
alism in the South were initiated. Policies designed to 
expand our services in every church in the land were 
laid down. Decided differences of opinion came out 
in the debates but the bond of fellowship was never 


‘broken by ill temper or unseemly personalities. 


Young men and women were in the lead; but the 
older leaders were neither pushed into the background, 
nor did they retire to sulk in their tents. The fathers 
in Israel were right there with the young men, for 
they too saw visions that are not vain dreams. The 
bad’ grammar and the impossible length of some resolu- 
tions were time consuming and slightly irritating, but 
these were minor irritants. The gathering as a whole 
came near to being a pentacostal experience for those 
in attendance. Dr. Roger F. Etz, past General Super- 
intendent called the Akron Assembly the best Na- 
tional Universalist gathering he had attended in many, 
‘many years. 

This assembly would not have been possible had 
it not been for the fact that the delegates came from 
Universalist churches all over the land, where Uni- 
versalist men and women have been, and are, deeply 
stirred by the desperate needs of this hour and, in 
a measure at least, reconsecrated to the Christian 
gospel. They sent their Ministers and delegates to 
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And Now to Work 


Akron in a mood of hope and expectation. The hopes 
and expectations were not disappointed. Akron made 
articulate the longings of thousands of Universalists 
to have their church move into a’ consecrated post 
war program. 

And now? And now to work! Akron with all its 
inspiration and its wise and far sighted planning will 
become but a sentimental dream memory unless the 
the plans made and the policies laid down be imple- 
mented without delay by all Universalists. It is 
heartening to report in this connection, that Massa- 
chusetts lay people and ministers came directly back 
from Akron into their own state convention and set 
about translating the goals of Akron into their own 
“Ten-Ten Program,” ten percent increase in all de- 
partments of church service during the next ten years. 
During a brief visit to the Massachusetts Convention, 
we heard the new State Superintendent, Dr. Clinton 
L. Scott preach the convention sermon. Dr. Scott 
preached on, “Ye must be Born Again.” His theme 
was in agreement with Dr. Reamon’s expressed con- 
viction at Akron that success in this program calls 
first and foremost for personal consecration to our 
faith and personal commitment of every individual 
Universalist to the work of his church. 

The officers and the Board of Trustees of the Uni- 
versalist Church of America will not disappoint the 
expectations of the people who elected them. The 
Board, and probably the Central Planning Council, 
will be meeting very soon to implement the plans 
adopted, to the end that increased helps for local 
church areas can be developed. After the Washington 
convention in 1939, we lost the momentum and the 
inspiration generated by the sessions by overlong delay 
in implementing plans. That well nigh fatal error 
must not be repeated; too much is at stake. 


For all of us the word is: and now to work! 
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OUR NEW VICE PRESIDENTS 


HE vice presidents of the Universalist Church of 

America are not mere ornaments although there 
is always at least one among them who is ornamental 

-and so serves to brighten the generally dull mas- 

culinity of the officers and board members. Our 
vice presidents, by direction of the Assembly, attend 
all board meetings. They serve as representatives 
of the auxiliary organizations of the church. In so 
doing they bring to bear on questions of overall 
policy both the special skills and the special needs 
which called these organizations into being. They 
are, however, more than representatives serving as 
liason officers with the parent organization. They 
take back to their own organizations the problems 
and the viewpoints of the general board and so 
prevent misunderstandings and increase that mutual 
understanding which is vital to the total program of 
the church. In a larger sense, these vice presidents 
are more than auxiliary representatives. Elected by 
the General Assembly, they, too, represent the whole 
church and bear responsibility for the whole program. 
While they do not vote, they are expected to con- 
tribute to the frank discussions which precede action 
and policy making. ) 

Our new vice presidents bring to their offices 
sound background of experience in churchmanship 
in each field represented. Mrs. Holbrook Mulford, 
who represents our women, is not only a loyal and 
efficient churchwoman, she is a live midwesterner, 
who will bring enthusiastic midwestern drive to bear 
on all our problems. The Rev. Charles A. Wyman, 
Manager of the Universalist Publishing House, is a 
thoroughly well trained Minister with successful 
parish experience and a man of sound judgment 
and unusual business skill. David Cole, a theological 
student is national President of the Universalist 
Youth Fellowship. He has been a state president 
and has been long active in youth work. He knows 
the mind of our young people. 


DO NOT CUT IMMIGRATION QUOTAS 


OT only on moral and humanitarian grounds but 

also on purely practical grounds we are opposed 
to the Gossett Bill (H. R. 3663), which calls for cutting 
all immigration quotas of this country in half for a 
period of ten years. In a world in which there are 
millions of displaced persons who cannot safely go back 
to their old homelands we have no moral right to 
preach to other nations on their duties. toward the 
unfortunate and homeless and at the same time 
radically reduce the small numbers we now can admit 
to this country. 

America was once looked to as the haven of the 
oppressed and needy. America grew strong as she took 
in the hardy immigrant. If we reduce our already 
small quotas for immigrants, we will deserve the hatred 
we will surely stir against us as those fortunate ones 
who, with plenty of food and ample resources, refuse 
to take in the starving stranger. 


232 


THANK YOU DR. REAMON 

HE delegates and ministers at the Akron General 

Assembly are all deeply indebted to Dr. Ells- 
worth C. Reamon for his splendid work as moderator. 
Indeed the constructive results of the Assembly and 
the sustained good spirits of the delegates are in 
no small measure traceable to the skill, the patience, 
and the evelasting good humor of our “presiding 
elder.” Dr. Reamon announced at the opening of the 
Assembly that he had a copy of Roberts Rules in 
his pocket. He never, to our knowledge, had to 
consult that book, nor was a single ruling of the 
chair questioned, much less overruled. Anyone who 
has had even a small experience presiding over a 
parliamentary gathering knows that the moderator’s 
task is an exhausting one. Only three times during 
the sessions did Dr. Reamon call for relief and then 
for brief periods only. Yet he was just as cheerful 
at the end, and nearly as fresh, as at the beginning 
of the work. 

Making his report as President, Dr. Reamon gave 
credit to everyone but himself. Unless they knew 
the details of his life, people would not have known 
by that report that our president has been, all 
through these war years, not only a hard working 
city parish minister, but also a very busy Red Cross 
official. He has cheerfully carried the extra load 
incidental to being president of the Universalist 
Church of America and he has carried it successfully 
and at the same time, modestly and without com- 
plaint. 

It is the good fortune of every Universalist that 
Ellsworth C. Reamon is to be our president for an- 
other biennium. 


THE EXHIBITS 


HE exhibits prepared by the staff members of the 

General Sunday School Association, the Associa- 
tion of Universalist Women, the Universalist Church 
of America, and the Publishing House Bookstore, 
turned the basement of the Akron church into a 
colorful place indeed. Scores of delegates spent 
hours pouring over the pictures, models, demonstra- 
tions of hand work, outlines of methods, and stacks 
of fascinating books brought together in those rooms. 
Very few of the delegates or visitors could realize 
the long hours of extra work that went into the 
preparation of those exhibits, but the extra work 
was made well worth while by the good use to which 
all exhibits were put by our people at Akron. 


ASSEMBLY STORY CROWDS OUT 
DEPARTMENTAL PAGES 


O make room for the story of the Akron Assembly 

we are forced to omit the regular departmental 
pages of the Association of Universalist Women and the 
General Sunday School Association from this number 
of the Christian Leader. The hard working staff 
members of these departments prepared their copy 
on time in spite of the extra load they carried in pre- 
paring and running the sessions of the assembly. 
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isten—The Church! 


obert H. Barber 


: 


Deep Calleth Unto Deep 
Psalm 42:7 


%@p LIKE the hushed church before the service be- 
“iL gins.” With head bowed for a moment in the sacred 
uiet; with only the organ audible, little concerns re- 
reat and sometimes we can almost hear a deep voice 
hisper, “Listen—the church!” The old words of 
d’s great are spoken again and listening, some- 
rimes we can see those men, gallant and wise, emerging 
ne by one in epic procession. Beside a high wall, 
os stares at the plumbline God is holding against 
ife. Amid the blackened ashes of captivity, Isaiah 
oints the broken and dispirited toward the green 
jelds of faith and healing. A young man goes teach- 
ng, serving, and thereby in many hearts God’s love 
nd purpose grow wonderously real. Out of greed and 
ealousy his enemies nail him to a cross until he is 
ead. But more than ever then, he commands men’s 
earts and draws them unto ways of the Almighty. 
is friends are ennobled by his living presence. A 
estapo-like fanatic smashes at them with death blows. 
hen as though a great invisible hand reached out, 
aul stops, suffers, turns about and trudges up and 
own the ancient world preaching, “Love never faileth.” 
plague fn Alexandria cuts down so many lives that 
anic spreads. Husbands abandon wives. Mothers 
fave their children. The few friends of Jesus in that 
place remain. Singing their hymns of hope, they feed 
the hungry and tend the sick and the dying and face 
death undaunted. 

So courageous love passes by in procession. There 
is St. Francis, Hugh Latimer, George Fox, John Wool- 
man, David Livingston, Albert Schweitzer, John 
Murray, Clarence Skinner, and hosts of others. We 
would not become entangled with old theological 
formula but we would see religion flying as Carlyle 
said,““‘like a hallowed fire from heart to heart.” “Deep 
ealleth unto deep.” In the hushed sanctuary a deep 
voice whispers, “Listen—the church!” 

It is not easy to listen to the church because the 
church is not always true. As Lewis Mumford said of 
Jesus’ time, “Jesus came into a society afflicted with 
pieties that had become profanities, with knowledge 
that stiffled curiosity.’ The religious practice then 
current insulted God and corroded the soul. The 
pieties had become profanities! That is the perennial 
danger. Ardor and vision turn in time to pride and 
custom. The spirit becomes the letter. Saint, martyr, 
ind sage are only pleasant memories. The truths for 
which men died win polite acceptance. Mighty close 
-o an all time low are ministers who speak soft words 
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Akron Assembly Sermon 


The times demand a church liberal enough to do battle with bigotry. The 
church must be daring enough to earn the abuse of fanatics. 
a voice commands, “Brotherhood.” 


Listen— 


to comfort cruel men. Letting religion fossilize! Is 
there any crime like unto that crime? There you have 
to have the liberal, some one to take a fresh look at the 
empowering experiences of life, some small group to 
slash through the profanities to lay bare the pieties 
once again. 

Struggling to get through to us is a great voice 
beyond all great voices. Like hallowed fire some of His 
words sear the heart. “Listen—the church!” 

Listen! I keep getting that profound old word 
“soul.” ‘The worst carnage in history inevitably brings 
man himself to the bar of judgment. One of our 
chaplains in. the thick of things wrote home forcibly, 
“As long as I live I shall never forget the concentration 
camps at Dachau and Buchenwald.”’ They will never 
forget. In the mind’s innermost recesses, dread 
memories will linger like grim chambers of horror. 
Never again will human nature inspire easy hopes nor 
will the black hates of men be deemed easy to outgrow. 
Yet even in the valleys of hell there was a flowering of 
courageous comradeship and gallant self giving. Men 
lay down their lives for their friends. So still a voice 
whispers “Soul.” 

“In the beginning the Lord God formed man, and 
man became a living soul.’ Whenever meanness 
plunders life and greed tramples beauty underfoot, 
men will somewhere rise in holy heroism. Strength 
and life and youth will they give away. Some will be 
old while they are young. Always upon the altars of 
humanity, the red rose of sacrifice is freshly laid. 
Mostly these valiants are far from the fields of war. 
The greeds, the hates, and the lusts of men we ‘cannot 
forget. Nevertheless, there is something in the soul 
that is blood relative of God. “Man is an abyss of 
mystery with lights of glory flashing upon the gloom, 
capable of terrible degradation but never able to love 
it; visited with majestic presences, aspiration, heroism, 
pity, and self obliterating love and forced to love them.” 

Some years ago the paintings of the French artist 
Tissot were shown in this country. In one of them he 
portrayed what Jesus saw from the cross. We think of 
Jesus as dying for a cause and we like to imagine that 
perhaps for an instant he caught a glimpse of love and 
faith’s far-off fulfillment. Tissot did not paint it so. 
All that he had Jesus see was the normal flow of human 
beings passing in and out of Jerusalem. Think then 
all that he must have seen in ordinary human beings 
like ourselves to make worthwhile his devotion and 
suffering! The church says, “Soul.” 

At the end of a war, cynicism creeps over men’s 
thoughts like a cold glacier spreading ice. With that 
force, many may move—but the liberal, never! More 
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deep and intense then he affirms, will be the hunger of 
men’s hearts for that beauty, truth, and love that come 
from God. With that hunger, we would make ever- 
lasting covenant never to forsake nor betray, but to 
reverence and obey. The church says, “Soul.” 

The church says “Brotherhood.” God hath made 
of one blood all nations of men to dwell upon the face 
of the earth. At no other point are science and religion 
in stronger agreement. Put your finger on any spot 
on the globe, if there are people there they have the 
same kinds of blood as you. Yet at no other point do 
the profanities attack with such terrible virulence. 
One of the sons of Abraham Lincoln is reported to have 
such hatred for the Negro that he will not even allow 
one to carry his luggage. How can a son of Abraham 
Lincoln hate the Negroes? The Swedish sociologist 
Gunnar Myrdel concludes after painstaking study of 
America that in no other country is humanitarian 
idealism so strong as here, yet, he adds, we flout our 
principles grievously. Racial discrimination is a 
vicious travesty upon our ideals and yet it is virtually 
absent from some other countries and in countries with 
mixed peoples like Brazil. We cannot preach freedom to 
the world while oppressing minorities at home and still 
hope to exert a moral leadership among the nations! 
Organized anti-Semitism has risen sharply in the U.S. 
ever since Hitler came to power in Germany. By 1927 
organized anti-Semitism had virtually disappeared in 
the United States. The Klan was petering out. Henry 
Ford made public apology for his false attacks upon 
the Jews. Since 1933 one hundred twenty-one anti- 
Semitic organizations have been established in our 
country. From their presses have poured the most 
poisonous lies against the Jewish people—most of them 
invoking the name of Jesus! Why this sudden activity? 
Recent studies reveal that the basic motive running 
through them all is the desire to frustrate every strong 
step toward international understanding and _ social 
justice by labeling it part of one vast Jewish’ con- 
spiracy. The deadly poison of prejudice is loathsome. 
When men deliberately stir up hatred against innocent 
and suffering people in order to inflate their own egos 
and to beat humanity back from reaching its most 
crucial hopes, all in the name of Jesus Christ, such 
men make Judas Iscariot look good by comparison! 
Every prospect of brotherhood, they despise as a threat 
to their fancied position among Christ’s favored few. 
Gerald L. K. Smith toils and prays for chaos and 
boldly predicts, “when chaos comes I'll be the leader.” 

The times demand a church liberal enough to do 
battle with bigotry. The church must be daring 
enough to earn the abuse of fanatics. Listen—a voice 
commands “Brotherhood.” 

God cries “See my children everywhere’ suffering, 
lost and endangered because they lack fellowship. Go 
you, show them and strengthen them in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ.” That is the narrow way which leadeth 
unto life. 

The late Heywood Broun heard Roland Hayes in 
New York one night and wrote of that experience: 
“Roland Hayes sang of Jesus and it seemed to me that 
this was what religion ought to be. It was a mood 
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rather than a creed, an emotion rather than a doctrine. 
_.. 1 saw a miracle at Town Hall last night. Half the 
people were black and half were white and while the 
mood of the song held, they were all the same. They 
shared together the close silence. One emotion wrapped 
them. And at the end it was a single sob.” O may 
we sing of Jesus that the different peoples may share 
the same silence and be wrapped about by one 
emotion! 

The Church whispers, “God.” You are not alone, 
forced to live in brave defiance of a vast cold emptiness 
which is all conquering in the end. God sets a table 
before you. It is laden with bread and wine, His 
strength and love. lf you truly partake you will 
never be alone, you will have life that will never die. 

“You must understand this is no dead pile of stones 
and timber. It is a living thing. When you enter it 
you hear a sound—a sound as of some mighty poem 
chanted. It is made up of the beating of human hearts, 
of the nameless music of men’s souls. . . . If you have 
eyes you will presently see the church itself a looming 
mystery of many shapes and shadows leaping sheer 
from floor to dome, the work of no ordinary builder. 
The pillars of it go up like the brawny trunks of heros. 
... The terrible spans-and arches of it are the joined 
hands of comrades and up in the heights and spaces 


there are inscribed the numberless musings of all the, 


dreamers of the world.” 


We Stand in Need of a New 


Birth of Freedom 
By WILLIAM K. ARMS 


HERE is small reference to religious standards in 

the general framework in which ‘the work of our 
modern world is carried on, and by which the conduct 
of its affairs is largely determined. 

Here at home we are in the habit of looking else- 
where and accusing certain nations of abandoning all 
humane principles and adopting anti-religious pro® 
cedures. At the same time, we leave out the more 
important consideration as to how our nation’s life and 
activity is governed in high places. We look and what 
do we find: The very principles we say others have 


abandoned have been relegated to a dignified and 


ornamental role. The deciding factor in all our con- 

cerns is not humanity but private and personal gain. 
The trouble with us is that we have roped off areas 

into which we say the church and religion have no 


business to enter. We forget that a world desperately — 


needing religion will not get it through individual piety 
alone. Unless this individual piety finds its way into 
every realm of human endeavor, then the future is 
dark, 

The danger signals are up in America, and we should 
stop thanking God that we are not as other men are, 
and put our house in order, 

We stand in need, today, of a new birth of freedom. 
The war did not give it to us, so let us try to earn it by 
making religion and life one. . 
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The Akron General Assembly Sessions 


Emerson Hugh Lalone 


Your General Assembly voted: 


To create a Departme i i i 
es p nt of Education, set up a representative committee, and appropriate funds for 


po rercide Lee ee onal ages Extension Board on a representative basis, to instruct the 
eri saa. or outreach, and directed that available moneys be used NOW for medical 


To authorize the Inter ti i i i 
_ eae national Extension Board to resume “work in Japan in any form” when op- 


To appropriate five th i i i 
ae eee eat ousand dollars for increased work in the South under the supervision of the 
| To engage Ann Postma as special field worker for one year; 


| To increase ministers’ i i P 
Pe . Be cae sters’ pensions to six hundred dollars, as of September 1, 1948, if state organiza- 


| To apply again for ip i i ist i i 

ec ee aiens aan Holden ae SRN do Council of the Churches of Christ in America “at 
| HE deliberations and actions of the Association house in New York, Dr. Harry Adams Hersey 
of Universalist Women and the General Sunday made the point that “What people need is 
School Association in their meetings and conferences food! Get it to them any way, all ways!” Dr. 
converged and came to sharp focus in the business John van Schaick, Jr. a member of the committee was 
sessions of the General Assembly, Monday and Tuesday. called on and commented on the report of an individ- 
At the brief Saturday assembly session, Dr. Fred C. ual just back from the Netherlands. He said, 
Leining, Chairman of the Committee on Official Busi- “‘Holland is rismg marvelously from war and water. 
ness gave a brief preview of the legislation to be brought Probably no country has made a more marvelous 
before the delegates Monday and Tuesday. recovery than Holland, but the country presents an 
: Dr. Herbert E. Benton of Philadelphia opened the unforgettable picture of the way the children looked. 
‘Monday session with prayer. The treasurer’s report | They are blue in their faces. The babies are blue 
together with the auditor’s report were received and babies because undernourishment was so terrible and 
accepted.¢ Reports of committees and commissions so long continued. So I say, small as our work may be, 
presented an interesting picture of the church at work. it is a part of a great movement to do what can be 
The field worker, Mr. Grimes, has been in twelve states done to help lift the burden that has so cruelly pressed 
and the Province of Quebec. The Commission on | down on these helpless people.” Dr. Cummins com- 
Literature in spite of restricted resources has produced menting on “Carlton Fisher, who has gone over there 
over eighty-five thousand pieces of pamphlet liter- to represent us,” suggested that the assembly send 


ture. The work at the Jordan Neighborhood House — greetings to Mr. Fisher. This was enthusiastically 
in West Virginia has taken on new life. Most of these acted on. The assembly also included instructions to 
reports were given the delegates in printed form and send greetings to Mr. Harold S. Latham, Mr. Fred 
received by title. B. Perkins, Dr. Clarence R. Skinner, and Dean John 


Dr. Roger D. Bosworth, Chairman oF the Service M. Ratcliff. 


Committee was called on to comment on the service tas . 

project. Dr. Bosworth pointed out that the amount Fa ARNE UAL SEATS 

of goods provided for Holland relief by Universalists The report of the Nominating Committee brought 
‘to March 31 was thirty-four thousand pounds and several nominations from the floor to add to the com- 
stressed the need for continuing and increasing dona- mittee’s slate of Trustees. Presented by the committee 
tions of both food and clothing. He reported that were: for president, Ellsworth C. Reamon; for vice 
Mr. Fisher is now in Holland and in charge of distri- presidents, David Cole, Massachusetts, representing 


bution of goods and surveying possibilities of a the Youth Fellowship; Mrs. Holbrook Mulford, Illinois, 
‘permanent project. “The purpose of Mr. Fisher and representing the Association of Universalist Women; 
the service committee however, is to meet human Rey. Charles A. Wyman, Massachusetts, representing 
need wherever it is greatest and wherever we can the Universalist Publishing House; Trustees for four 
best serve.” In calling for food donations he urged years, Chester A. Dunlap, Massachusetts, Paul E. 
that food be bought economically and called attention Herschel, Illinois, Dr. Donald B. F. Hoyt, Maine, Dr. 
to the list of most needed foods sent out to churches by Fred C. Leining, New York, and Mrs. Ezra B. Wood, 
the committee. In the discussion of whether to send Connecticut, Trustee for two years, Rev. Arthur W. 
money for food directly to the committee office McDavitt, Indiana; Central Fellowship Committee, 
at Beacon Street or send food to the _ ware- Rev. Alfred S. Cole, Massachusetts; Rev. Wallace G. 
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Fiske, Massachusetts; Miss Ida M. Folsom, Massa- 
chusetts; Dr. Max A. Kapp, New York; Dr. Emerson 
Hugh Lalone, Massachusetts; Mr. Fred B. Perkins, 
Rhode Island; Mr. Cyrus F. Springall, Massachusetts; 
for Preacher of the Occasional Sermon; Dr. Max A. 
Kapp, New York. Following the receipt of the report 
the Rev. William E. Gardner of Bangor, Maine, nomin- 
ated Clement F. Robinson of Portland, Maine. The 
Rev. Dana Klotzle of Wellesley, Massachusetts nomin- 
ated the Rev. Alfred F. Zeigler of Wakefield, Massa- 
chusetts. The Rev. Raymond J. Baughan of Newark, 
New Jersey, nominated the Rev. Donald K. Evans of 
Akron, Ohio. The Rev. William Arms spoke urging 
the election of Mr. Herschel. Dr. G. H. Leining ex- 
pressed an admonition regarding the need for regional 
representation, and the secretary was instructed to 
have the ballots printed for the morrow. 


An Orchid for Esther 


At this point Dr. Reamon requested the editor to 
escort Miss Esther A. Richardson, Secretary of the 
Universalist Church of America, to the platform. Dr. 
Reamon presented Miss Richardson to the delegates 
and visitors as the worker “without whom we could 
not have a convention.” Pronouncing her the “orchid 
lady of the day” he presented her with an orchid and 
the assembly gave their secretary an ovation as 
affectionate as it was spontaneous. 


President Reamon on Post-War Plans 

Under a special order President Reamon presented 
the Post War Plans of the Executive Committee and 
the Planning Council calling for rededication of the 
entire fellowship, a crusade for a better understanding 
of Universalism, an enlistment of the entire fellowship 
in a fifty per cent increase in‘all branches during the 
next five years, an expanded program of outreach both 
at home and abroad, and education in better steward- 
ship. Commenting on the proposals, Dr. Reamon said, 
“We call upon everyone in our Zion for rededication. 
Unless we can have that as a starting point, all else 
will fail.’ In connection with the stewardship plans 
he pointed out that $50,000 is to be the objective of 
the 1946-1947 Unified Appeal, an increase of ten thous- 
and dollars. Of this amount five thousand dollars 
will be used for increased ministerial pensions during 
the period. There will also be appeals for increased 
denominational endowment. “We had a choice of an 
all out campaign for a large sum or a policy of stepping 
up year by year. We decided on the second course.” 
Tying the current plans to the war shattered Forward 
Together Program, Dr. Reamon announced the action 
of the Board of Trustees, taken the afternoon before, 
when they voted that “Now that the war is over and in 
keeping with the Washington 1939 Convention spirit 
we segregate and designate $50,000 of free principle 
funds to carry out Forward Together Projects inter- 
rupted by the war.” 


Resolutions, Presented, Argued, and Recommitted 


Dr. Clinton L. Scott, Chairman of the Committee on 
Resolutions presenting his report got off to a good 
start with an expression of gratitude to the Akron 
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church folk which was adopted unanimously and 
enthusiastically. Immediately after that the going was 
very bad indeed. Scott presented a lengthy motion, 
the substance of which was to heartily commend 
the Federal Council of Churches for its declarations on 
the duty of churches in economic and racial tensions 
and calling on our people to cooperate in efforts to 
these ends. In spite of Dr. van Schaick’s facecious 
suggestion that the motion be amended to add the 
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights, the vote was favorable, and ex- 
pressed quite truly the mood of the assembly. A 
resolution of support for the government in the effort 
to conserve food and calling for reinstatement of 
rationing passed without question. The real debate 
began on a complicated resolution in favor of planned 
parenthood and the inclusion of “services to this end 
in institutions.” After spirited debate this motion 
prevailed. The question of Palestine as a national 
homeland for the Jews was started off by Clare of 
Galesburg, Illinois, declaring that the “promise of a 
homeland has been kept.” He urged that we not forget 
the great problem of bringing many Jews into Pales- 
tine. Dr. Herbert E. Benton of Philadelphia asked 
if the assembly realized “that this means bringing 
many more Jews than Arabs into Palestine.” He 
moved to table the motion but withdrew in favor of 
Dr. Roger D. Bosworth who had asked for the floor. 
Dr. Bosworth maintained that the Balfour Declar- 
ation has not been kept and pointed out that today 
any person except a Jew can legally go to Palestine. 
He also declared that originally the Arabs had invited 
the Jews into Palestine, but that later the top five 
percent of Arabs became afraid of losing the privi- 
leges of their feudal system under the new order and 
therefore set up a powerful lobby in this country. 
G. H. Leining spoke on the Jewish side of the question. 
Dr. Reamon called Stanley Manning to the Chair and 
pointed out that American Jews are divided on this 
question and that the whole issue is clouded by being 
shot through with politics. Dr. Harry Adams Herse 

moved to recommit the resolution and this was don’ 

The resolution on the atom bomb test, the control 
of atomic energy, and so forth, and so forth got into 
a bad snarl and on motion of the Rey. Sheldon 
Christian was recommitted. 

Just before the noon hour when the assembly 
recessed until Tuesday morning, one resolution passed 
without argument and with great enthusiasm. It 
expressed to Miss Susan M. Andrews, retiring Director 
of the General Sunday School Association, “gratitude 
for her years of outstanding work in religious edu- 
cation.” A 


Tuesday Morning Official Business 


Following the inspiring chapel service conducted 
by Dr. William Wallace Rose, the assembly business 
session reconvened at nine thirty. The opening prayer 
was offered by Dr. Seth R. Brooks, Minister of the 
National Memorial Universalist Church, Washington, 
D. C. The Rey. Albert GC. Niles, Auburn, Maine, 
Chairman of the Credentials Committee made a part 
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report. The elections were set as a special order for 
itwelve o'clock. 

Dr. Fred C. Leining then presented the report 
of the Committee on Official Business. The recom- 
mendation, adopting the Post War Program previously 
presented by Dr. Reamon was passed unanimously. 
This provided for “a directing committee and adequate 
financial support,” the committee to be named by 
the Board of Trustees. The creation of a Department 
of Education was authorized and the committee nomin- 
jated by the Planning Council confirmed. The Board 
was instructed to appropriate, not to exceed one 
thousand dollars, for the expenses of this committee. 
Dr. Frank D. Adams moved to amend the recommen- 
dation on the department of education which named 
Tufts and St. Lawrence as our theological schools by ad- 
ding the Lombard-Meadville Theological school of the 
Federated Theological Faculties of the University of 
Chicago. Dr. Adams pointed out that Meadville is 
indeed, one of our schools. The amendment passed. 


Church Extension and Pensions 


In connection with the recommendation to establish 
he International Church Extension Board on a repre- 
sentative basis and to instruct the board to “make 
a survey of missionary resources, actual and potential 
of the Universalist church” and to transmit moneys 
legally available to the Church Committee for Relief 
in Asia “to help secure needed medical supplies” for 
Japan, Dr. Harry Adams Hersey moved to strike 
out this last section on the ground that medical 
supplies are not religious ministrations. After debate 
the assembly decided that any money that could be 
found for such help would be going into religious work 
and the amendment was lost. Another amendment 
to. this recommendation authorized’ the International 
‘Church Extension Board in case their survey showed 
immediate opportunity “for work in Japan in any 
form” to proceed without waiting for another biennial 
assembly. The recommendation was passed as 
amended. 

On pensions for Ministers Dr. Leining waxed elo- 
quent. Time passed and his eloquence flowed on. 
In an impulsive and probably impudent gesture, the 
editor took off his wrist watch and waved it at brother 
Leining who gave no marked indication that he saw 
the signal. But the proof of the pudding was with 
Leining, for the recommendation to increase the pen- 
sion payments to Ministers and their widows to $600 
per year as of September 1, 1948 passed the assembly. 
The action was not taken however, before Mr. George 
Boyle of Little Falls, New York, had given it his 
blessing and backing. “If you pass this motion,” said 
Mr. Boyle, “I'll pledge a hundred dollars to the Min- 
isters’ Pension Fund.” In rapid succession the dele- 
gates “commended and endorsed” the Unified Appeal 
and the work of the Literature Commission and 
recommended that the Commission on Recruiting for 
the Ministry appeal to our active ministers to urge the 
ministry as a life work among their young people.” 
In the field of social action local churches were 


May 18, 1946 


“charged with the responsibility of establishing com- 
mittees.’ The Social Action Committee of the 
Universalist Church of America was voted funds “if 
available” to conduct “a comprehensive program of 
education in social action.” The qualifying phrase 
“if available” replaced the original directive “be 


_ granted funds necessary” after some debate. 


Expansion in the South 


In response to an appeal from Georgia for regional 
superintendents for Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia 
and in the light of the opportunities in the South, the 
assembly voted an appropriation of five thousand 
collars for increased activity in the South under the 
supervision of the General Superintendent. Speaking 
to this question Mary Slaughter Scott said “The South 
needs the interest and support of the Universalist 
Church, both moral and financial.” Dr. Ulrich of 
North Carolina made a strong plea for the South. 
Said he, “The new liberalism is going to be spearheaded 
in the South. Let’s go into it and be serious about it.” 
Dr. G. H. Leining suggested leaving details to our 
officials approving the idea in principle. Dr. Benjamin 
Hersey questioned the wisdom of appropriating the 
five thousand dollars. William Arms urged that ex- 
tension work in the South be done on conditions of non- 
segregation. Discussing the financial needs the Rev. 
Richard Knost of Alabama said that two more ministers 
to serve the area could be financed under an appro- 
priation of five thousand dollars. 

Competent leadership for youth fellowship groups 
local and national was urged by the assembly and 
continued subsidies to Jordan Neighborhood House in 
West Virginia were approved. 

The commission on the ministry was commended 
for the policy of expending a portion of the scholarship 
funds for graduate fellowships. 

The General Superintendent was commended for 
establishing the Larger Fellowship of isolated Univer- 
salists and the matter of a more effective ministry to 
this group was referred to the Planning Council and 
the Council of Superintendents. Following an address 
by Dr. George E. Huntley on the John Murray Atwood 
Fund of the St. Lawrence University Theological 
School Fund, the delegates voted to recommend that 
Ministers, churches, and individuals give whole hearted 
support to the completion of the fund now half raised. 

The practice of a joint meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Universalist Church of America, the 
Council of Superintendents, and the Central Planning 
Council in the years between assembly was recom- 
mended as a policy of organization and procedure. 

It was voted that Ann Postma be engaged for one 
year as special field worker. This recommendation 
came in response to many requests that Miss Postma, 
who has recently returned from attending a World 
Youth conference in London and from touring through 
Czechoslovakia and Russia, be sent to talk in churches 
on world youth fellowship and relief work. . 

On Russian relief for children, the Service Com- 
mittee was empowered to “join this Christian endeavor 
and to act to implement the project.” 
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The Federal Council Debate 


The surprise of the day came when the Rev. Warren 
B. Lovejoy of Fort Plain, New York presented a 
recommendation calling for a renewal of our appli- 
cation for membership in the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. Mr. Lovejoy’s motion 
stated that “In view of the fact that Universalists are 
in accord with the purpose and work of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America as stated 
in its constitution and as evidenced by its program, 
and in view of widespread Universalist conviction that 
concerted Protestant action is urgently needed, we 
recommend that the Universalist Church of America 
through its Board of Trustees reapply, under the same 
terms as previously, for full membership in the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches at a time which this Board 
shall deem appropriate.” 

The debate was spirited, but good tempered 
throughout. At no time was hostility toward the 
Federal Council in evidence. Many of those who 
opposed the motion did so because they feared that a 
renewal of our application might harm the Federal 
Council. Dr. Harold N. Niles, Watertown, New York, 
contended that past history shows we are not wanted 
and questioned the propriety of seeking membership 
again. The Rev. Albert F. Zeigler, Wakefield, Massa- 
chusetts, felt that any pressing of this issue now is 
“up to the liberals in the council.” Dr. Harry Adams 
Hersey, Danbury, Connecticut, reminded the delegates 
that “many a happy marriage came about only after 
the suitor had first been turned down several times.” 
Mr. Lovejoy was eloquent in support of his motion 
which he termed “a chance not to kow-tow, not to 
cringe, but to assert our liberalism.” The Rev. Henry 
Schooley saw the call to reapply as an expression of our 
Christian duty. The Rev. William Gardner of Bangor, 
Maine said, “The question turns on the nature of the 
Federal Council. When we applied we assumed the 
council to be a non-theological body. Now we are 
told that the council works toward becoming an 
eceumenical church. Before we reapply we should 
be reassured as to the basic nature of the council.” 
The Rev. John M. Flint, Kent, Ohio, asserted that 
“We are embarrassing our friends in the council by 
applying or reapplying. The council is anxious to get 
the Lutherans into membership. The Lutherans won't 
come in if we do.” The Rev. Albert Harkins, North 
Attleboro, Massachusetts, emphatically concurred in 
Mr. Flint’s contention. Mrs. Frederick Pfaff, Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, pointed out that the United 
Council of Church Women has accepted Universalist 
and Unitarian women’s organizations. “The trouble 
here is with the men.” The Rev. O. G. Colegrove cited 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick saying that he was 
ashamed of the Federal Council for rejecting the Uni- 
versalists. 

Dr. Seth R. Brooks of our National Memorial 
Church from his vantage point as Chairman of Reli- 
gious Life in the Nation’s Capital and member of the 
General Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains, 
expressed grave doubt as to the wisdom of the pro- 
posed renewed application. He said “It is true that 
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there are both liberal and radical men in the council. - 


They are hoping we will come in. Others say frankly 
that if Universalists come in, certain large Southern 
churches will go out. The bulk of theological opinion 
in the council stands on the Deity of Jesus. We are 
not going to do the brave and generous thing we want 
to do if we now reapply for membership in the council.” 
Dr. Stanley Manning, Hartford, Connecticut, former 
President of the Connecticut Council of Churches, an 
affiliate of the Federal Council, insisted that, “The 
Federal Council is not a static institution; it is a 
living growing thing. Because it is living and growing, 
some of us want to see it grow right, which is left.” 

Lyman Achenbach of “Towanda, Pennsylvania 
urged the application saying that the council, like all 
great institutions, needed stimulation to grow. Dr. 
G. H. Leining of Braintree, Massachusetts pointed out 
that “being sensitive to past rejection is no gain what- 
ever.” The Rev. Clinton Moulton of Dolgeville, New 
York found himself “torn two ways.” He suggested 
recasting the motion to read “Universalists stand 
ready to apply.” Frederick Harrison, West Somer- 
ville, Massachusetts opposed the motion. Mrs. 
Champlin, Hartford, Connecticut suggested that per- 
haps more education of the kind in which our women 
and women of other churches have long engaged, is 
needed to build up understanding. The Rey. William 
E. Gardner, of Bangor, Maine, moved to lay the ques- 
tion on the table. The motion was lost. In answer 
to a question put by Mr. Gardner as to the status of 
our application, Dr. Robert Cummins patiently re- 
explained, “We have made our application. It is 
on file. We have not withdrawn it. Only the first 
half of the vote necessary to admit was taken, that by 
delegations. Another application would provide 
another opportunity for hearing the case. I have little 
sympathy with the attitude that we are hurt by the 
rejection. We should view the larger issues at stake and 
whatever we do maintain the dignity of the church.” 
Dr. Charles Pennoyer maintained that “no body is 
more progressive in social ethics” than the Federal 
Council. The vote was called and the recommendation 


to reapply for membership in the Federal Council was ~ 


passed by a margin of twelve votes. 
By-laws and Resolutions 


Following a brief luncheon recess the assembly 
opened the afternoon session by consideration of 
amendments to the by-laws. First. however, the 
delegates voted to ratify the action of the last assembly 
in adopting the new set of by-laws. ; 

The amendment to Article 1. section 1. proposed 
by the Ohio Convention of Universalists which would 
have inserted the negative declaration anent “not 
deity” of Jesus in the Avowal of Faith was rejected. 

An amendment to the Laws of Fellowship, Govern- 
ment, and Discipline to place all clergymen assigned 
to general denominational work under the jurisdiction 
of the Central Fellowship Committee was passed. Two 
amendments changing the requirements for publica- 
tion of notices of examination and notices of ordinations 
were also passed without contest. Three amendments 
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clarifying the proceedings in cases of complaints against 
clergymen or parishes brought before the Central Fel- 
lowship Committee were passed. The motion to amend 
Article 8, section 7, dealing with the reply by the 
defendant was amended by the Rey. Brainard Gibbons, 
Wisconsin, to make that time “not less than thirty 
days” and was passed as amended. 

The question of giving preachers, licensed but not 
ordained, the right .to administer certain Christian 
ordinances came before the assembly in the form of 
an amendment to the Laws of Fellowship. It was pro- 
posed that “Letters of License may, in the discretion 
of the Committee of Fellowship having jurisdiction 
and with the approval of the Central Committee of 
Fellowship, authorize the licentiate to administer Chris- 
tian ordinances.” Over this there was a deal of earnest 
debate. Dr. Brooks fears that the effect would be 
to lower the standards of the Ministry. Dr. Lalone 
as a member of the fellowship committee pointed out 
that this proposal had, indeed, elements of danger, 
if misused. He said that the power to confer such 
privileges on licentiates would be very sparingly used 
by the Central Fellowship Committee and then only 
for exceptional cases. Dr. Bosworth pointed out that 
this proposed status for licentiates was not unpre- 
cedented in other Protestant Churches. Dr. Cummins, 
called to the floor at the suggestion of Dr. Lalone, ex- 
pressed doubt as to the wisdom of the motion. On 
vote, the motion to amend Article 6 to this end was 
passed by a substantial majority. 


The New Officers 


Following action on the By-laws and Laws of Fellow- 
ship, Esther A. Richardson, Secretary of the Universalist 
Church of America, announced the results of the bal- 
loting as compiled by the monitors and declared the 
following officers and trustees elected; President, Dr. 
Ellsworth C. Reamon, Syracuse, New York; Vice 
Presidents, Mr. David Cole, Massachusetts; Mrs. Hol- 
brook Mulford, Illinois; the Rev. Charles A. Wyman, 
Massachusetts; Trustees for four years, the Rev. 
Donald K. Evans, Ohio; Major Paul 8S. Herschel, 
Illinois; Dr. Fred C. Leining, New York; Mr. Clement 
F. Robinson, Maine: Mrs. Ezra B. Wood, Connecticut; 
Trustee for two years, the Rev. Arthur W. McDavitt, 
Indiana? Members of the Central Fellowship Com- 
mittee. the Rev. Alfred S. Cole, Massachusetts; the 
Rev’ Wallace G. Fiske, Massachusetts, Miss Ida M. 
Folsom, Massachusetts, Dr. Max A. Kapp, New York; 
Dr. Emerson Hugh Lalone, Massachusetts; Mr. Fred 
B. Perkins, Rhode Island; Mr. Cyrus F. Springall, 
Massachusetts; for Preacher of the Occasional Sermon, 
Dr. Max A. Kapp, New York. 


Resolutions Resubmitted and Adopted 


Dr. Clinton L. Scott, Chairman of the Resolutions 
Committee, brought in a revised report which pre- 
sented the matters pertaining to the atom bomb in 
several sections. It was voted by the asembly to 
approve Senator Hoffman’s opposition to the atom 
bomb tests at this time, to disapprove the proposed 
test, to call for international control of atomic energy 
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and to bring the motions to the attention of our 
legislators. 

A ringing resolution calling for the discontinuance 
of the mission of Mr. Myron C. Taylor as representa- 
tive of the President to the Vatican state was pre- 
sented, debated and passed. 

Release of conscientious objectors to war and re- 
instatement of such persons to the full rights of citizen- 
ship was voted. The delegates also put themselves on 
record as standing squarely behind all efforts for full 
maintainance of civil rights for all persons. 

The revised resolution on the matter of Palestine 
as a Jewish homeland called for immediate abrogation 
of the White Paper and a reestablishment of the 
principles of the Balfour Declaration. This resolution 
which was passed, put the Universalist Church in the 
position of being the first Christian Church which has 
thus endorsed the Balfour Declaration. 

In the field of internal policy a resolution was 
passed calling for the addition of a day of sessions to 
the General Assembly so that women who wished to 
attend both the Association meeting and the meetings 
of the General Sunday School Association could do so. 
The assembly also resolved to send fraternal greetings 
to the Universalists of London, England, and to Dr. 
MacGregor-Reid, retirmg minister of the London 
Church. 

The continuance of the Office of Price Administra- 
tion for one year was called for in a resolution which 
was passed. 

Installation of the New Officers 

_ The formal sessions of the General Assembly closed 
on a high note when, at the end of the afternoon, Dr. 
Roger F. Etz, past General Superintendent, installed 
the newly elected officers and Trustees. Said Dr. 
Etz, “You are a representative group of ministers 
and laymen whom we have chosen to lead us and 
in whom we have put our confidence. We ask each 
one of you to pledge your best service, thought, and 
spirit. You have been honored by a democratic 
people. Be always zealous, workmen that need not 
be ashamed. 

“Leaders without followers are futile. I, therefore, 
ask each and everyone here to pledge support to these 
leaders and to symbolize our solidarity by rising and 
standing with your leaders. Standing together, facing 
forward, so shall we be strong in the things that count 
eternally, linked together, leaders and people, in the 
love of the Eternal Father, we shall go forward.” 


Is Medical Aid Religious Work? 

While debate was in progress on the possibility of 
sending accumulated income from foreign missionary 
funds to the Church Committee for Relief in Asia, “to 
help secure needed medical supplies,” a member of 
the assembly handed us a slip on which was written 
the following question. “If Jesus Christ came to Akron 
and had one thousand dollars to spend on ‘religious 
work’ and found a Jewish girl dying for lack of peni- 
cilin would he not decide that the purchase of penicilin 
was religious work?” Yes, we certainly think he would. 
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Women At Work 


Elsie Oakes Barber 


It has been said that America is a nation touched with ‘conventionitis.’ 
This being so, let it also be said that one of the most pleasant and most 
inspiring symptoms is the General Assembly of the Universalist Church 
and coincidentally, the biennial convention of the Association of Uni- 
versalist Women, held this year amid the apple blossoms and hospitality 
of the midwest, Akron, Ohio. 


Opening Session 


NOFFICIALLY the convention began the mo- 

ment the first two old friends greeted each other 
—probably in the lobby of the Mayflower Hotel where, 
if you sat long enough, you could meet almost any- 
one you were looking for! Officially the convention 
opened at 2 p.m. Friday, April 26, in the Universalist 
Church with a worship service led by Rev. Hazel 
I. Kirk of Maine. She made a challenging plea for 
a “courageous spirit,” “for a backbone in place of a 
wishbone.” “Faith, loyalty, determination are all 
necessary,” she said in her quick assured way, “but 
it is enthusiasm that doubles our power!” Mrs. Hol- 
brook Mulford, Illinois, then delivered her first ad- 
dress as president. She is an effective and stimulating 
speaker, offering high goals for Universalist women as 
thinking, acting leaders in church and community, 
“giving of themselves,” and, she added pointedly, “of 
their money for the very joy of giving.” “If you really 


believe what you profess, you can go far toward help-: 


ing the ills of this world.” 

With that, she turned at once to the business of 
the convention. It was voted to dispense with the 
minutes and to hear reports. Mrs. Chester Polsey, 
Massachusetts, spoke for the Finance Committee. Un- 
burdened by notes she spoke simply, but. ended with 
the warning that we are running behind in our 
obligations. 

Mrs. Cyrus Springall, Massachusetts, enthusiastic- 
ally described the latest work at the Clara Barton 
Birthplace Camp for diabetic girls. All property is 
in good order and the remodeling of the birthplace 
itself as of 1821 (the year of Clara’s birth) is almost 
complete with an addition of a loom from the Barton 
nieces, pre-Civil war books, and David Barton’s Civil 
War commission signed by Lincoln. She also dis- 
played a piece of red stained glass, etched with the 
head of Clara Barton, a gift from Rey. Harmon Gehr 
of Philadelphia, which will be placed in a window 
at the birthplace. “Our dreams,” she said, “are for 
a swimming pool, a new medical building, and more 
facilities, as the waiting list of the children needing 
treatment is long. It isa proud work we do at North 
Oxford with an endowment begun on five dollars 
twenty years ago and now reaching $50,000, with a 
new goal to be announced soon. 

Mrs. Gustave Jansson, New York, read the North 
Carolina report for Mrs. Arnold Simonson. It spoke 
with pleasure of the coming of Mrs. Rosalie West 
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to Friendly House, of the work of our ministers there, 
and of the acute need for a nurse, and, she too, ended 
with the warning that, “we cannot expand until we 
learn to support adequately what we have.” 

Mrs. Martin Jansson, Washington, D. C., (these 
two are not related!) told of our special rural work 
in Chung Ho Chang, China, which has been so well 
received that the province of Szechwan will take it 
over using girls trained through our efforts. Mean- 
while Ginling College, through which we work, re- 
turns to its old campus and our emphasis will now 
be in the rural area around Nanking where nine years 
of enemy occupation make our help most necessary. 

At 3:15, the Report on Constitutional Revisions 
was read by Mrs. George Champlin, Connecticut, and 
duly adopted in all parts, special interest being shown 


in Article IX where it was voted to cut the trustees _ 


from five to three in the hope of supporting a wider 
geographical representation. 

The afternoon session closed with conferences; the 
one on Program led by Mrs. Ezra B. Wood, Connecti- 
cut, and the other on Budget, led by Mrs. Chester A. 
Polsey, Massachusetts. 


Friendship Dinner and Mrs. West 


One of the big events of the Women’s Convention 
is always the Friendship Dinner held this year in the 
attractive ball room of the Y. W. C. A. The gracious 
toastmistress was Mrs. Robert Cummins, who intro- 
duced those at the head table including North Caro- 
lina workers. Mrs. Harry Adams Hersey, Connecticut, 
spoke briefly remembering through her mother, our 
seventy-five years as an organized group. The speaker 
of the evening was our new worker at Friendly House, 
Mrs. Rosalie West, both a delightful and a capable 
woman, a brand new Universalist of one month—and 
one to be proud of! She has done missionary work in 
India for twenty-three years and it was while she 
was still there that she and a Hindu friend wrote an 
article. In looking for somewhere to have it published, 
they came upon THe Curistran Leaver. In spirit she 
seems to have been one of us ever since. Her topic, 
“Real Religion in Action,” was powerfully highlighted 
throughout by her own experiences in India, and 
later in Canada, where she fought juvenile delin- 
quency. “There are two ways a Christian can show 
religion in action,” she concluded, “by bringing out 
the people from areas where they cannot exist nor- 
mally, or failing that, by giving them inner resources.” 
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“Medicine stepped in where religion failed its duty,” 
she said, “We must return to a deeper reliance on 
God with a real knowledge of God underneath all.” 


Saturday’s Business 


At 9:30 a.m., the business meeting reopened with a 
prayer by Miss Folsom. There followed a few words 
from the General Field Worker, Mr. Grimes, deploring 
the general lack of knowledge about our special projects 
and a few more words by the three North Carolina 
ministers present, Cobb, Ulrich, and Davis, who shared 
their experiences in fellowship and planning together. 

Mrs. Ellsworth Reamon, New York, able chairman 
of the Committee on Business, began her report. The 
first seven recommendations were duly debated and 


4 _ adopted including a reaffrmation of our “Five Goals,” 


increase in the Administration Fund, support of de- 
nominational activities and publications, rural service 
work, (reported elsewhere). Number VI concerning 
the Blackmer Home was amended to make clear that 
our purpose in going to court is to free these funds, 
$22,441.85 for other Outreach work. The home itself 
was destroyed for a firebreak in Tokyo. The original 
purpose of the home to give security to young girls 
apt to be sold into white slavery is outmoded. 

At 10:30 the business session adjourned and Mrs. 
Max A. Kapp, New York, led a conference on Better 
Functioning with particular emphasis on state organ- 
izations. 


Presidents’ Luncheon 


The presidents’ luncheon, so called from the array 
of state presidents at the head table, was held at the 
handsome University Club and attended by a large 
number. Mrs. Mulford presided and on behalf of 
the I/finois group presented a corsage of roses to Mrs. 
George Burnham, eighty-seven, of Chicago, the eldest 
in attendance and active in our church work since her 
Y. P. C. U. days! Women from California, Indiana, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington D. C. and Illinois 
were introduced but, as so often happens at con- 
ventions, time ran out before the speakers did and 


some had to be overlooked as we hurried back to the 


church. 
Closing Session 


4, Running behind in time and forced to hurry, Mrs. 
Mulford exhibited remarkable patience. Miss Bernice 
Cunningham, presented the remaining eight recom- 
mendations which were debated and finally adopted. 
These concerned Dedication Day (shall it be in Lent 
‘or in October?), literature, social action (we need 
more!), Institutes, Publishing House, Murray Grove, 
International ‘Extension Board (to cooperate) In- 
terdenominational Cooperation (where possible) . 

The ceremony of pledging was earnestly conducted 
by Mrs. Lawrence Hoover, Indiana, who pleaded for 
sacrificial pledging for funds over and above the bud- 
get to aid in promotional field work, travel and repairs. 
The sums totaled by Mrs. Polsey on the blackboard 
reached $780 before the offering was taken. 

Mrs. Frederick Pfaff, through the Resolutions, ex- 
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pressed our appreciation to the Akron church and 
others, who aided the work of the convention. She 
also called for a moment’s prayer for the 393 listed 
on the Necrology since the last convention. It’s awe- 
some to realize how many of the faithful are no 
longer laboring for their church! 

The nominating committee brought in its slate 
which was elected without further nominations. The 
officers for the coming term will be: President, Mrs. 
Holbrook Mulford, Illinois; First vice-president, Mrs. 
Cyrus Springall, Massachusetts; Second vice-president, 
Mrs. Chester A. Polsey, Massachusetts. Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. George Champlin, Connecticut, Fi- 
nancial Secretary, Miss Bernice Cunningham, Massa- 
chusetts; Treasurer, Mrs. Lilian Dunn, Massachusett. 
Trustees: Mrs. Clement F. Robinson, Maine; Mrs. 
Martin Jansson, Washington, D. C. Mrs. Louis Cart- 
wright, New York; Mrs. Gustave Jansson, New York; 
Mrs. Arnold Simonson, California; Mrs. James Hender- 
son, Rhode Island. 

During the counting of the ballots, Miss Cunning- 
ham announced that the prize for the most outstand- 
ing worship center in the A. U. W. display room was 
awarded to the Lawrence, Massachusetts association 
for its center based on the picture, “Praying Hands.” 

The program closed with a commissioning service 
of the new officers conducted by Rev. Hazel Kirk. 


Convention Snapshots 


The HATS—all kinds of hats, upside down flower- 
pots, gardens in full bloom, cerise roses, fushia rib- 
bons, pink straw, hats, tall to tipping over and sailor 
flat straws with feminine lace-lovely, foolish, sensible 
(a few) , smart, ridiculous only to an ultra conservative 
male. To the rest of us, proof positive that wise and 
sincere minds can be gaily hatted. Mrs. Mulford 
with her intriguing change of corsages, including the 
mighty orchid—Mrs. Cummins wearing a charming 
buttonhole vase of lily of the valley—Mrs. Ezra 
Wood, without whom no convention would be complete. 
—Mrs. Harold Niles buying a pair of nylons on the 
way out—Miss Ida Folsom in her modest way know- 
ing all the answers to all problems—What would we 
do without her?—Mrs. Benjamin Hersey quietly soly- 
ing the word combinations of the recommendations 
to everyone’s satisfaction—Mrs. Ellsworth Reamon, 
knitting like mad, while her husband begins to preside 
at the Assembly—Eastern eyes wide over butter at 
each meal—Young ministers’ wives looking for their 
husbands and vice versa—Everyone getting tired, but 
content and bestirring themselves to attend the rest 
of the Assembly. After all, what would laymen and 
ministers do without their church women? 


NEWS ON THE FOUR WINDS 

Chile’s Minister of Secondary Education, Adrian 
Soto, has asked the Department of Education to make 
overtures to Peruvian school authorities, looking 
toward a revision of textbooks in both countries, to 
eliminate everything which might cause international 
misunderstanding and friction between the two neigh- 
boring lands——Worldover Press. 
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The General Sunday School Association 
and the Department of Education 


Dana E. Klotzle 


HE maior item of interest to those concerned with 

the religious educational program of our church was 
discussed at the Saturday morning session of the Akron 
Convention following a report by Dr. Angus MacLean, 
of the St. Lawrence University on, “The Proposed 
Department of Education for the Universalist Church.” 

Dr. MacLean cited the fact that for at least eight 
years, the idea of a department of education had been 
approved by all concerned. Previous committees have 
been handicapped by the lack of the necessary 
authority to proceed to formulate definite plans. 
Further, former committees had been unable to corre- 
late the several interests of the groups most concerned. 
“Now for the first time,” stated Dr. MacLean, “there 
is a wholesome attitude of the major organizations 
involved.” 

The Youth Fellowship, he reported, is ready to 
shift to the new Department at once; the G. 5.5. A. is 
willing to become a section in the new set-up, provided 
that valuable services now working may not be lost; 
the A. U. W., already doing magnificent work with 
women in adult education, is anxious to work under 
the new Department. 

The spirited discussion that followed was _ con- 
cerned chiefly with the problem of authority. Who 
would control such a department? Would not com- 
plete centralization destroy lay power? What about 
the specific projects now initiated by the several 
groups? 

Veteran observers pointed out the indisputable fact 
that the autonomous organizations had served as 
traming grounds for lay and ministerial leadership. 

The question will be resolved, if this writer’s 
observations are correct, by setting up a Department 
head who will have the counsel and support of the 
semi-autonomous organizational leaders. There seems 
little doubt but that the identity of the participating 
organizations will be preserved. Special projects such 
as the Friendship Programs will probably remain the 
especial concern of the G.S.S. A. It will be the task 
of the head of the Department to direct, correlate and 
develop the total educational program of the church 
so as to avoid duplication, make the wisest use of 
resources and to expand the total program. Such a 
job, as Dr. MacLean pointed out, will require a first 
class person with a first class salary. Such a Depart- 
ment would be financed through an item in the Unified 
Appeal Budget of the denomination. 

The General Assembly approved the creation of a 
Department of Education and allocated $1,000 for the 
use of the Committee whose membership is Prof Angus 
H. MacLean, chairman; Dr. John M. Ratcliff; Dr. 
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Donald B. F. Hoyt; Miss Ida M. Folsom; Miss Susan 
M. Andrews; Dr. Ellsworth C. Reamon and Raymond 
Hopkins. The Committee is instructed to consult 
representatives of all educational interests in our 
church. 

Under the gavel of the Rev. Donald Evans, Rev. 
Stanley Rawson presented the report of the Committee 
on Recommendations. In substance, the reeommenda- 
tions adopted urged closer correlation of the Church’s 
outreach program, the increased use of audio and visual 
aids; a more adequate liberal interpretation of Christ- 
mas and Easter; development of a series of kits designed 
to combat prejudices; an educational program aimed at 
informing the adults of the problems facing Protestant- 
ism; the promotion of family imstitutes and camps; a 
continuance of G. S. S. A. aids to the local church 
during the period followmg Miss Andrews’ resignation; 
the development of the Educational Department, and 
a closer correlation of program planning for Junior 
High youth by representatives of the G. S. S. A. and 
Youth Departments. 

New officers elected were Rev. Joseph Beach, 
Worcester, president; Dr. Dorothy Spoerl, Jefferson- 
ville. Vt., vice president; Rev. Hope Hilton, Joliet, IIlL., 
secretary. 


Susan M. Andrews on The Situation We Face 


Closing her report to the General Sunday School 
Association with a realistic outline of the situation 
facing parents and church school people, Miss 
Andrews said: 

“Many forces are at work in our country today, 
playing upon the life of the church, particularly 
upon the Protestant Church. There is secularism 
with its indifference to religion or its complete ig- 
noring of it. Our boys and girls are being brought 
up in a culture in which religion plays a relatively 
small part. In spite of the fact that day school 
teachers, who are themselves religious persons, are 
teaching children religion even as some parents are 
doing in their homes, the fact remains that millions 
of boys and girls and youth in our country are 
spiritually illiterate. 

“Recognition of this fact has led to the rapid 
rise of weekday religious education across the 
country until today there are only two states in 
which some form of it is not practiced. There are 
persons who look upon this system as the cure-all 
of our ills as far as lack of religious knowledge and 
even juvenile delinquency are concerned. Informed 
persons are not so sanguine. And liberals are frankly 
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fearful as they examine what, in some places, is being 
taught their children in the name of religion. 

“Current also as a powerful force is the trend 
toward ultra conservative religion. Just as the 
Protestant. Churches of this type are attracting the 
people, so the emotions of their youth and even their 
children are appealed to by an outmoded evangelism. 
Movements outside the organized church, but  af- 
fecting it nonetheless, such as Youth for Christ and 
Child Evangelism, make newspaper headlines and 
offer daily and weekly programs on the radio. 

“Nor can we overlook the expansion and aggresive- 
ness of Roman Catholicism in our day. Its educa- 
tional program is bound to touch some of our chil- 
dren. 

_s« “Alongside these, place the work of the average 

Protestant church school—yes, our so-called liberal 
church schools. Here and there, where there is in- 
telligent as well as consecrated leadership, good work 
is being done. But by the very nature of the case— 
in the matter of time alone, leaving out all other 
factors, we are faced with a terrific problem. What 
the answer is, no one knows. 


“Some are saying we must go back into the home 
and begin there, that courses of study must be re- 
written with the home as the teaching center. This 
means adult education—helping parents to realize 
that if religion is to have meaning and centrality in 
the lives of their children, it must first reside in 
them. It means also developing a trained leader- 
ship within the church. Here is a tremendous chal- 
lenge. Yet one which implies on the part of the 
Protestant church, such an understanding of the 
urgency of an educational program as relatively few 
churches up to now have shown. 

“The situation is neither hopeless nor helpless. That 
it is grave and full of dangers, no thoughtful person 
can deny. We have acted bravely, perhaps boldly, 
in taking as the slogan of this convention, Universal- 
ism Is the Answer! If we really believe this and mean 
it, we must prepare ourselves as we never have done 
before to teach the liberal religion we profess and 
claim to love. As we move into the difficult days 
ahead may we have the spiritual vision, the insight 
and the determination to make our contribution to 
a waiting world.” 


Convention Sunday at Akron 


Dana E. Klotzle | 


IX hundred Universalists worshipped together on 

Sunday morning, April 28, in the auditorium of 
the Akron Church, newly painted for the occasion. 

The service itself was in charge of Rev. Lawrence 
W. Abbott, minister-elect of the Akron Church, 
assisted by Rey. Robert Killam, Springfield, Mass. 
A very effective Service of Communion was conducted 
by Dean A. I. Spanton, Akron University, and Rev. 
Donald Evans, new Ohio Superintendent of Churches. 
The Service of Communion brought into fellowship 
representative Universalists from twenty-five states 
and the Province of Ontario. The offering taken for 
the Gunn Ministerial Relief Fund amounted to three 
hundred dollars. 

The sermon was delivered by the Rev. Horton 
“Colbert, Rochester, Minn., whose topic, “The Renais- 
sance of Universalism,” was in keeping with the con- 
vention theme, “Universalism is the Answer!” He cited 
the cleavages in the fields of science, government, 
society, psychology and the arts, maintaining that Uni- 
versalism must unify these fields in the light of reason 
and morality. He manifested concern over those 
individuals who are content to nestle, either in the 
arms of an authoritarian religion or an authoritarian 
government. Universalism is the answer to the world’s 
needs, for beneath the conflicts of the world, we find 
the essential unity of man. While it may be that not 
all men are as yet capable of this “world view,” the 

solution to the problems of the world is this “world 
view” of Universalism. Such a world view is confirmed 
in man’s experience and is found reasonable in the 
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face of the essential and the potential goodness of the 
Universe. Wherever the spirit of Universalism exists 
we must lay hold upon it to direct it and to apply it 
to the problems of life. If organized Universalism is 
to be most effective, it must exercise leadership in three 
areas of life. First, human life is hurt and it needs 
healing. We must assume our share in the healing. 
Second, once the hurts are healed, we must continue 
to build fires of prophetic visions that express intoler- 
ance with the evils of the status quo. We must not 
flee from politics—we must give the lie to profit and 
power. Third, we must be a teaching church, support- 
ing progressive educational methods in our churches 
and in the community. We must become more ade- 
quately informed on the social issues of our day. 

On Sunday afternoon Dr. Herbert G. May, archeol- 
ogist from Oberlin College, presented an_ illustrated 
address—“New Light On the Bible.” Rev. Raymond 
Baughan, the second afternoon speaker, gave an inter- 
esting commentary on, “Discovering Religion in 
Poetry.” 

The high lights of the day’s program were found in 
the evening addresses given by Dr. William Axling, 
missionary representative of the Northern Baptist 
Convention and Dr. Emerson Hugh Lalone, editor of 
Tue CuristiAN LEADER. 

Dr. Axling, introduced by the chairman, Rev. Albert 
Ziegler, Wakefield, Mass., declared that, ‘St is a divine 
imperative that Christian missions return to Japan.” 
In the Japan of tomorrow, we must integrate the work 
of western denominations in order to eliminate over- 
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lapping and competition in religion. If the church is 
to lead nations, she‘must demonstrate co-operation and 
fellowship in the unity of her own corporate body. 
There lies latent in the Church of Christ the frame- 
work of a better world. The church must become 
awake to the potentialities of its people and of her life 
across the world.” 

Dr. Axling related the kindness and loyalty of the 
Japanese Christians who visited him and his wife in 
their months of confinement, bringing food and en- 
couragement. Such kindness was performed at great 
risks to the loyal Christians. He pleaded that the 
church do its part in helping to feed the starving 
millions. “As long as the world is a hungry world, it 
is going to be a warring world,” he said. 


Dr. Lalone opened his potent and provocative 
remarks on Universalism Marches into the Post-War 
World by stating that those organizations that seek 
to be exclusive are marching straight into oblivion in 
the post-war world. He decried the fact that America 
is becoming a candidate for the world’s most hated 
nation because it has by-passed its moral commitments. 

Speaking of Russia, he said, “Russia is no more 
God-less than America in spite of what the Roman 
Church would have us believe.” He voiced concern 
over the attacks on liberal religion by Roman Catholi- 
cism and Neo Orthodoxy. Such groups use fright and 
fear as the motivating powers in their religion instead 
of love and mercy, the motivating powers of liberal 
religion. “The growing number of marginal and 
hysterical sects make ripe picking for the tyrannical 
leadership of a demagogue.” 

His theme that, “our religion must have a relation- 
ship with the concrete problems of our day,” applied 
to Universalists in three ways. First, he urged our 
laity and clergy to be studious religionists, well in- 
formed and able to do verbal argument with those who 
oppose liberal religion. In the “hey day” of Uni- 
versalism, we were characterized by our opponents as 
“book reading people always ready for an argument.” 


Second, we must reach out the hand of fellowship 
to the Mohammedans, Confucianists, Buddhists and 
the Jews in the interest of creating a world-wide fellow- 
ship of religion. We must give up Christian imperial- 
ism.” 


Third, we must embark on a Church Expansion 
program based upon daring and imagination. We must 
spend and be spent. Balanced budgets have no value 
as ends in themselves. Now, today are thy goods 
required of thee. Free funds, endowments must be 
spent today—for the world needs our relief and our 
message in 1946. There is no virtue in building up 
endowment funds for the future. Unless we spend with 
vision and courage, today, there may be no world of 
the future. Dr. Lalone agreed with Emery Reves 
(The Anatomy of Peace) that what was divine and 
civilizing in Christianity was its universalist belief that 
all men are created equal in the sight of God and 
because of this should live together as one people. 
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The Monday Night Public 
Meeting 


Universalists Hear Ann Postma and 
David Rose 


Monday evening the accent was on youth. Dr. 
Roger D. Bosworth, Director of Youth, presided and 
introduced the speakers: the Rev. David D. Rose 
of Orono, Maine, and Miss Ann Postma of Hartford, 
Connecticut, our representative to the recent World 
Youth Conference held in London and just back 
from an extensive tour through liberated countries 
in Europe and parts of Russia. 

David Rose discussed the work of “the average 
parson” with high school youth. Mr. Rose pointed 
out that workers with youth today must keep in 
mind that these youths are children of depression, 
repeal, and war. “They never knew ‘the good old 
days’ to which we look back. Their dreams of nor- 
maley centered around the years of 1936 and 1937. 
They are more serious than earlier youth. They 
have no adequate conception of the power for living 
courageously and sanely which is in our Christian faith. 
Their fate is to be citizens of a country hated by other 
countries. They are going to grow up under the 
terrible tensions of our time. They may see men 
vote their liberties away for security.” How can 
we help them? The answer the speaker gave was 
that we can help youth by leading them through 
types of experience that teach the power of religious 
faith. He cited his own earlier experience in Quaker 
work camps “in practical situations in which religious 
truths were discovered.” 

Ann Postma thrilled her audience with her simple, 
but. most powerful story of how youth from many 
lands with radically different backgrounds came to- 
gether on common ground to organize a new world 
Federation of Democratic Youth. She told also of 
her visits to liberated countries which had suffered 
terribly under the German yoke. 

“Even the destruction in Berlin, Rotterdam, 
Arnhem, and the Hague were an anticlimax after 
Stalingrad. Yes, even when you have seen the large 
crematoriums at detention camps or lampshades made 
from human skin or talked to some of the boys who 
spent years at hard labor in Germany or under 
inhuman conditions in Dachau Camp—even then, 
you are astounded that such cruelty could be com- 
mitted by men. 

“But that is war—destruction of all that is fine 
and good—of peoples and of treasures of civilization. 
We liberals have the constant faith and conviction 
that man is capable of rising above such cruelty 
and of building an orderly society where all may 
enjoy a full and happy life. For us it is a faith, for 
many others the world over, it is only a hope, and 
sometimes a very slim one. It is incumbent upon 
us to give to these others the reassurance and en- 


- couragement they so desperately need.” 
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What Laymen Have Done 
Dana E. Klotzle 


The Monday afternoon session of the Akron Con- 
vention was devoted to the subject, “The Church In 


_Your Town.” Rey. Robert Killam, Springfield, Mass., 


gave the imtroductory address. He referred to, “The 
Mission of the Church,” “The Mission of the Minister,” 
and “The Magic of Lay Power.” The text of this ad- 
dress will appear in a future number of Tus Curistran 
Leaver. : : 


A series of success reports given by several minis- 


_,,ters described the important work done by interested 


laymen in building up new and run down churches. 

The report on North Hatley, Quebec, where Rev. 
Albert Perry is minister, lauded the work af Mayor 
Frank Johnson and Nelson Pike, who persuaded 
denominational representatives that a minister must 
be secured. Their work on an every member canvass 
and a further survey of resources convinced our officials 
that this church must be reopened, and it was done. 
In addition to establishing a sound financial basis for 
the church, the men organized a choir, raised money for 
an organ and talked church attendance until they 
got it. 

Van Nuys, California, one of the new churches 
recently established, reported that it owed its existence 
to a group of laymen who convinced Dr. Cummins that 
the San Fernando Valley ought to have a liberal 
church. Victor Wilson, a well-known attorney, now 
deceased, guided the organization through its initial 
stages. Dr. Lyle Tussing, Research Director of the 
BurBank Public Schools organized the church school, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Edward Filstrup constructed a 
copper “all faiths” panel for the worship center. Rev. 
Sheldon Shepard ministers to this group. 

Rev. Dana E. Klotzle, pastor of the new church at 
Wellesley, Mass., praised the lay people of his group 
for their initiative in sponsoring new families in the 
church, for building a pulpit, brass candlesticks and 
cross, for regrading church grounds, for raising over 
eight hundred dollars in ads for a Show, for teaching 


to rebuild their auditorium and raised additional funds 
to hire a student minister on a year round basis. The 
Rey. Albert Ziegler worked with the group last summer 
and was succeeded by John Christensen, a Tufts 
College divinity student. 

Concerning Rockport, Massachusetts, Mr. Ziegler 
told a thrilling story of the rebirth of the local Uni- 
versalist Church which for years had maintained only 
Sunday preaching services presided over by a student 
minister. Challenged by Mr. Ziegler, the few remaining 
members set to work to reclaim lost families, conduct 
an every member canvass and reorganize the church. 
Two years later the church was able to call and support. 
a full time ordained minister. Plans are now underway 
for the modernization of the church building with the 
funds already in hand. The church today occupies a 
commanding position in the life of the town. Said Mr. 
Ziegler, “the minister could only inspire, the lay people 
accomplished the miracle by “The Magic of Lay 
Power.” 

The Rey. Gustave Ulrich praised the laity of the 
Outlaw’s Bridge, North Carolina, church for their co- 
operative endeavors in both the church and community 
programs. The church and community are so closely 
related that suggested improvements for both, spring 
from the same lay leadership. The school playground 
grew out of a discussion of community needs held in 
the church school adult class. The Lunch Room can- 
ning project, buildmg of parsonage and community 
center, the men’s Holly and Christmas Greens Project 
all rely on lay leadership for their impetus. 

The period following these reports featured seven 
discussion groups which discussed the topic—“Organ- 
izing a Church for Action.” Group leaders were Rev. 
Charles A. Wyman, Rey. William E. Gardner, Rey. 
Donald Evans, Rev. Fenwick Leavitt, Jr., Rev. Dr. 
Ellis Pierce, Rev. William Arms, and Rey. Dr. Clinton 
Scott. 


Saturday Night 


The Saturday night meeting brought two distin- 
guished speakers to the platform, The Rev. Emory 
Stevens Bucke Editor of Zions Herald and Rabbi 


, fifty-nine pupils in the Church school and for helping 
‘the pastor interest fifty-one persons to join the church, 
* for organizing a Junior Choir and making the robes. 


James G. Heller of the Stephen S. Wise Synagogue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Dr. Carl H. Olson, Minister of the 


The work of layman, Walter Gallup, Jr., age 
twenty-two years, was reported to be the main factor 
in re-opening the Woodstock Universalist Church in 
Vermont. Aided by other lay people, an every mem- 
ber canvass produced such good results that Rev. 
Carl H. Voss, Rutland, now serves this church on a 
year around basis. An Adult Institute of World Affairs 
brought outstanding leaders to Woodstock, prestige to 
the Church. and two hundred fifty dollars to paint the 
outside of the church building. 

In Chatham, Massachusetts, was a church closed for 


forty years. A group of lay women and laymen became 


so incensed at the snubbing of their group by other 
local churches that they raised four thousand dollars 
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First Universalist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
presided and introduced the speakers. 

Mr. Bucke spoke on The Return to Protestantism. 
He urged Universalists to apply again for membership 
in the Federal Council of Churches as a service to 
the larger cause of liberal Protestantism. 

Rabbi Heller in his remarkable address on Uni- 
versalism Is the Answer, laid down what Professor 
Angus H. MacLean called “the best philosophic basis 
for interfaith cooperation” we have ever been privileged 
to hear. 

The full texts of both these outstanding addresses 
will appear in a future number of Tue CurIsTIAN 


LEADER. 


Reactions of Our Readers 


RETURN TO JAPAN WE MUST 


To rue Eprror: 


I want to add my little word as to the “World Outreach 
Program” for the Universalist Church. 


I cannot agree with Dean Atwood, who, “speaking of an 
aggressive missionary movement would like to see the Uni- 
versalist Church rise to the opportunity in our own land,” 
and who thinks “the field is white unto the harvest” here. 
It always has been, and, I predict, always will be, but we 
never have done enough about it. If we haven’t been suffi- 
ciently inspired to show more tangible results, why not “cast 
our bread upon the waters,” with the faith that it will come 
back to us? 


I agree with Mrs. Brooks that ‘our fundamental weak- 
ness has been not in the liberal teaching of the church but 
in our lack of education for the task.” I also believe with 
her that we cannot send untrained workers into a field for 


experts. To train workers will necessitate a period of pos- 
sibly two years or more. But return to Japan we must, m 
time. 


Dr. Olson has said, “We need more strong churches at 
home.” We always have needed them, but how shall we ac- 
quire them? The Church of the Nazarene is a small group, 
comparatively, and one of the largest in missions. Don’t you 
think these mission churches make the home church stronger? 
They certainly add to membership, and the Nazarenes are 
doing a far bigger work in the world than they would if 
they merely stayed in their own little home churches. 

I am wholly in accord with Dr. Etz, who says we “should 
jom with the great interdenominational movements now be- 
ing organized for Christian education and service in the 
Orient.” Mrs. Mulford says we have funds designated “for 
the spread of Christianity in Japan.” All right, let’s wake 
up and get going. 

SarsH Merriman Powers 


New York City 


HELD COMBINED CHRISTIAN-JEWISH SERVICES 
IN NEW YORK STATE AND ILLINOIS 


To THe Eprror: 


I have just read with great interest the account of the 
combined Jewish-Christian service at Auburn-Lewiston. I 
think it is a fine idea. In fact, I think it is such a fine idea 
that I have followed it ever since my first year in the Uni- 
versalist ministry. 

During my entire pastorate at Hornell, N. Y., the Wood- 
bury Church participated annually in such a service, with 
our worship taken from elements in both the Jewish and 
Christian liturgies. In that situation the local rabbi and I 
alternated as preachers. We found these joint services very 
helpful. 

The first of such services at Urbana, IIl., was held Feb- 
ruary 10 of this year. Various Hebrew chants were given by 
the temple choir, with our own choir giving a musical setting 
of the Psalm, “The Earth Is the Lord’s.” The service was 
held in our‘own church, with our moderator welcoming the 
members of the temple, whose president replied to the words 
of welcome. Scripture and prayer were given by the rabbi, 
while I gave the sermon, speaking on “Our Common Heri- 
tage.” On May 19 our congregation will join with the syna- 
gogue in a service at the temple, when the rabbi will give 
the sermon, 


Exuis E. Pierce 
Urbana, Ill. 
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ARE UNIVERSALISTS UNIVERSALIST? 


To THe Eprror: 

Mr. Schooley’s contention for the precedence of the name 
“Christian,” or “Christianity,” sounds much like logomachy, 
and has little support in history. 

In the first place, the first followers of Jesus did not give 
themselves the name of Christian; and whatever clear dis- 
tinctiveness it had has long ago disappeared. Its original sig- 
nificance is on a par with Indian, and Democrat, and Chris- 
tian civilization. And when the bishops of the ancient 
Church met in council at Nicea they affirmed their faith 
in “one Catholic and Apostolic Church.” When Alexander 
Campbell was laying the foundation of his denomination, he 
rejected the suggestion that it be given the name Christian, 
saying that it had a sectarian suggestion. He preferred the 
name Disciples of Christ. 

A catholic or universal religion is the only one to which 
we can look for world leadership. There is something rad- 
ically lacking in a religion that denies its name to an Albert 
Schweitzer because he he does not accept Jesus as Christ, and 
that also excludes his Jewish wife. 

A conference of rabbis of Reformed Judaism a little while 
ago declared that they were universalists. Chief Justice 
Stone, in his preface to The Anatomy of Peace, expressed the 
conviction that universalism is the hope of the world. The 
head of the Ku Klux Klan in Atlanta announced that his 
organization siood squarely opposed to universalism. He 
hastened to add that that did not imply any opposition to the 
Universalist Church. Quite possibly he is correct in his 
belief that Universalists are not universalist. 

Ernest M. WHITESMITH 
Canon, Ga. 


KELLERMAN FAMILY SPANS CENTURY 


Yo tHe Eprror: 


Mrs. Linna Kellerman, eighty-eight, of Columbus, Ohio, 
my sister, and Mrs. Helen Harvey Kellerman of Berkeley, 
Calif., my daughter-in-law, both died in March. It is of 
interest to note that the Kellerman family has spanned a full 
century, lacking one year—the first was born in 1847 and 
the last-but-one died in 1946. Of ten children, the writer of 
this letter, the Rev. R. S. Kellerman, ninety, is the only one 
still living. 


R. S. Ke_termMaAn 
Blanchester, Ohio 


AGREES WITH SCHOOLEY 


To tue Eprror: 


For one I want to endorse the sentiments and warning of 
Henry M. Schooley (Leaver, April 6) against the—should 
I say sentiment or propaganda—that Christian Universalism 
is Partialism. To me Universalism is always Christian and 
Christianity IS Universalism. 

The only view that Christian Universalism can be Par- 
tialism is from an esoteric theory that Christianity is a mere 
sect of other religions of equal authority, without higher or 
distinctive claims. This, of course, cuts tHe nerve of mis- 
sionary enterprise, without which organized Universalism is a 
mockery doomed to perish from the earth. . 

The phrase “Christian Universalism is Partialism” must 
have been used without consideration of its implications, per- 
haps as a typographical error or a slip of the pen. Explana- 
tiohs are due. 


Henry LaFayerre Gruespie 
Manchester, Iowa 


THE CHRISTIAN LEADER 


FROM ONE OF OUR FINE WOMEN MINISTERS 
To rue Eprror: 


The Reaction from the Rev. Margaret B. Barnard in the 
last issue interests me greatly, and also surprises me. I can- 
not think that we have only nine living ordained women min- 
isters. I received the questionnaire mentioned, and I must 
be one of the two retired women who answered “Yes.” I was 
ordained in 1894, and have served ever since as one of a 
“team,” my husband and I having always served as co- 
pastors. I well know that when I entered Ryder Theological 
School my scholastic foundation was very insufficient; but I 
managed to carry the course without disgracing the school, 
I hope, and received my B.D. The only regret I have had 
through the years of service for this great faith has been 
my lack of so much that I should have had in preparation 
for the work. 

____Even so, I am glad I did enter the ministry, poorly pre- 
«pared as I was, and I am happy in the knowledge that there 
are at least a few other people who are glad I did. Yes, I 
would surely suggest the ministry to every young woman 
who has the qualifications. I shall not use space to name 
all these, but I would say to the one thinking of a life work; 
_ Tf you have not a deeply understanding and sympathetic 
human interest, and if material gain and social prominénce 
are any considerable element in your motive, then stay out 
of the Christian ministry; perhaps I might say especially, 
stay out of the Universalist or any other liberal ministry. 

May God bless us with a far vision, for verily the field is 
white already for the harvest, and the laborers are so few. 
I am nearing my eightieth milestone, and life has been good; 
but I am more and more sure, the longer I live, that “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the 
heart of man what God hath prepared for us who look for the 
assurances of faith.” 
Marrua Garner JoNrs 
Springfield, Il. 


IF LIBERAL CHURCHES ARE TO GROW IN SERVICE 
THIS MUST BE DONE 


To THE Eprtor: 

Since the church needs so much practical Christian work 
done, why do not the liberal churches of congregational form 
establish the equivalent of a sisterhood and brotherhood to 
do some of this work at very small cost? The Episcopalians 
have Sisters and the Methodist church has Deaconesses. Such 
an order could carry on missionary or relief work and help 
the smallest churches who have no ministers or only Sunday 
preaching. I do not doubt there are devoted believers who 
would gladly work for religion all the time, if guaranteed a 
living in a subsistence home. ‘The parishes receiving help 
could entertain the workers in their homes, while receiving 
aid, and, if possible, pay a small sum and transportation 
eosts. They could help in the church school, young peoples’ 
groups, playgrounds, day nurseries, and in other ways as the 
Situation indicated. The Catholic Church gets much of its 
work done by nuns and brothers, so why cannot we learn 
from this? 

Churches could help the housing shortage by making it 
possible to use the dormitories of abandoned schools and 
colleges for single men and women and childless couples. 
Dormitories built in suites could be used for small families. 

Ruta H. Parker 


Springfield, Mass. 


To THE Epiror: 

I have just been looking over The Christian Leader and 
I am so pleased with the cover picture and the story of Um- 
versalists in Akron that I want to thank you. I was unable 
to go to Akron but you have given me the next best in this 


paper. 
Mrs. Norman THRASHER 
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The Banquet 
Fred C. Leining 


The final event was the Convention Banquet in 
the Mayflower Hotel with two hunderd ten persons 
in attendance. Dr. George C. Baner was the toast- 
master. Seated at the guest-table were the newly 
elected presidents of the four organizations, holding 
their biennial sessions. 

Dr. Gustave H. Leining of Melrose, Mass., was 
the first speaker. He said: “Universalism is the 
most dynamic, the most revolutionary doctrine among 
the Christian denominations. What are we doing 
with it? In it is the power of what ought to be and 
this is the greatest power on earth. It moves man 
into the realm of ideals and dreams but the idealists 
and the dreamers have always been right.” He 
traced the evolution of inventions, from the cave- 
man’s fire to the modern electric light, saying, “Some- 
body said there ought to be a better way and there 
always was.” Similarly Dr. Leining outlined the 
evolution of labor and international relationships. 
“We are now in the agonies of the Second World War 
and a general industrial paralysis due to strikes,” 
he said. “There ought to be a better way and there 
is. I am not talking revolution but I am. talking 
civilization in terms of real Universalism.” 

Dr. Robert Cummins began his address with a 
quotation from Harpers’ Magazine, dated October 
10, 1857, in which there was an alarming statement 
concerning current evils and which Dr. Cummins 
declared are identical in statement with present evils. 
“T never lose heart” was the keynote of his address. 
He recalled the ostracism which faced the early 
Universalists in their efforts to begin their church, 
stating that this was particularly the situation in 
Akron at the beginning of its Universalist church, 
“Who builds on partialism,” said Dr. Cummins, “can- 
not survive. He, who builds on universal brother- 
hood, calls God into alliance. Life on these lines 
cannot fail. As a denomination we fail im no material 
thing but we do lack zeal. No miracle of super- 
naturalism will save it from our neglect. It will thrive 
only on our devotion. This faith of our fathers was 
never intended to be a stone, marking the end of 
the road. It is a heritage for all men. It is not 
to be hoarded. We will preserve it if we use it to 
the utmost in the midst of current evils.” 
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THEY KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE CHURCH 
THROUGH THE “LEADER” 


To rar Eprror: 

I just want to tell you how much Mr. Pollitt and I enjoy 
the Leaver. We are not able to go to church very often. (it 
is just one hundred miles to our church in Waltham and 
back), so we get all our church news from the Leaper. We 
suspend all business when the Leaner comes, and read it to- 


gether. 
Mrs. Tuomas Pouuitr 


East Middleboro, Mass. 
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Our Library Desk 


Tue Inner Vicrory. By Dr. Charles 
E. Park. Harvard University Press. 
$1.75. 

This is a book that will do its read- 
ers good. It is a pleasure to read, 
not alone for the shortness of each one 
of the two hundred one-page commen- 
taries on Scriptural verses, but also be- 
cause of its concise, clear thinking. Dr. 
Park has a remarkable ability to say 
what he has to say and then come to 
a period. He makes each word he uses 
count for all it’s worth. 

From some quite unpromising texts 
Dr. Park has extracted, brilliantly and 
cleverly, some worthwhile and unusual 
raw ore—this to be sorted over and re- 
fined in the reader’s mind. The very 
tightness and brevity of each commen- 
tary requires the reader to play partner 
and expand and analyze these thoughts 
in his own accustomed mental habitat. 

Ministers will find here, not only out- 
lines for their next two hundred ser- 
mons, but irrigation for parched minds. 
The amateur reader will discover a book 
of little selections for day-to-day reading 
that will give him more mental and spir- 


itual inspiration per page than all the 


best sellers on the market. 
Caru G. SEABURG 


Tue Curistian Patrern. By Hugh 
Stevenson Tigner. Macmillan. $1.50. 


There are only eighty pages in this 
book but they are important pages for 
Christian liberals. This modern-minded 
man says that “the Christian life is a 
God-centered pattern of faith and ac- 
tion which can: be outlined or indicated 
by five words: worship, thanksgiving, 
humility, service (or sacrifice) and 
love.” The Christian life is God-cen- 
tered as contrasted with the self-centered 
life, and it is important to ascertain 
whether the God is your group or class 
or party or other association of manu- 
facturers or laboring men that is the 
real center of your loyalty. 

The author considers each of the five 
words brilliantly and incisively, walk- 
ing with firm, confident step, writing 
with a mastery of English that must be 
a delight to every reader with a feeling 
for words, and buttressing the basic be- 
liefs of the, liberal Christian religion. 
The minister who is humble enough to 
read to his own people the chapter on 
“Worship’” and especially the sections 
on public worship, may accomplish more 
than he dares to hope with his own 
congregation. 

On reading this book we feel as a 
member of the Vernon Heights Congre- 
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gational Church, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., 
did when he said to the writer, “Since 
Tigner came, going to church has ceased 
to be just a duty, and my strongest 
feeling Sunday mornings is, “There is 
something coming at church that I 
mustn’t miss.’ ” 

JOHN VAN SCHAICK, JR. 


Tue Great Divorce. 
Macmillan. $1.50. 


The Great Divorce contradicts Wil- 
liam Blake’s conception of the marriage 
of heaven and hell. The two cannot 
be married, says Mr. Lewis, and he 
states his conviction in that type of 
allegory which makes the reader wist- 
fully wonder why it cannot be true. 
The narrator of this heavenly pilgrim- 
age starts his journey on a bus which 
is about to depart from hell. It is an 
excursion for the benefit of those resi- 
dents of hell who want a change of view. 

Now, hell isn’t too bad a place. Per- 
sons have lived in that dingy city for 
ages and have never thought of any- 
thing better. There is no community 
life or neighborliness to speak of—no 
more than in many a city of Earth. 
There are always a few, however, who 
are not satisfied with their situation: 
so they take advantage of the bus tours 
which conduct passengers through the 
skies to the very edge of heaven. 
There is weird light bathing the land- 
scape, there are rivers and forests—in 
the heavenly outpost. 

Our revealer finds himself in a be- 
wildering country. Since things are be- 
yond time and change, they are distress- 
ing to ghosts. The adamant grass hurts 
the feet, the water in the stream can be 
walked upon. Think what would hap- 
pen if it began to rain! 

Down from the mountains and across 
the plain comes a great procession of 
the immortals to instruct the new ar- 
rivals. Old George MacDonald becomes 
the Vergil to our Dante. Under his 
tutelage many new insights are opened 
to the heavenly way of dealing with our 
man-made moral ideas. We find that 
hell cannot rule heaven, that the com- 
plainings of citizens from that lower 
region are powerless to detract from the 
merited happiness of heaven’s dwellers. 

Now, this is a theme which Dante 
discussed long ago. Beatrice tells Ver- 
gil, when she descends to send him to 
aid Dante, that the sufferings of the 
damned do not affect her. That seems 
callous. But MacDonald instructs his 
pupil more reasonably. He says that 
hell is too small for any heavenly resi- 
dent; the blessed simply cannot enter 


By C. S. Lewis. 


into it; tinier is it than the merest 
crevice in the soil of the heavenly 
country. 

This is not a treatise which favors 
Universalist views. A soul makes its 
own choice as to habitation; but always 
there are the bus trips. Not many of 
the tourists remain; they prefer small- 
ness and gloom to expansiveness and 
light. There is the case of the “liberal” 
clergyman who simply could not accept 
heaven because he had never conceived 
of it as an actual region. He could not 
take the leap required by faith. He 
had to hurry back to the more accept- 
able lower place where he was to read 
a paper on Jesus: the theme held that 
Jesus had died quite young; had he 
lived a few more years, he would have 
modified some of his extreme views! 

This reviewer wants the book to be 
read. It is thrilling. There is wondrous 
and exciting imagery. It gives what 
the youthful Jonathan Edwards called 
“a new sense of things.” 


Donatp B. F. Horr 


Younc Preopie’s Prayers: RELIGION AT 
Work In Lire. By Percy R. Hayward. 
Association Press. $1.50. 


This collection of prayers for various 
occasions, moods and needs is, on the 
whole, an intensely personalized gath- 
ering of meditations on human relation- 


ships. Their spirit and their meaning 
is in the first person singular. This is 
probably very poor theology, while 


rather good sociology. It is written 
throughout from the individual point of 
view: “Lord of all hearts that seek thee 
out of pain, I come to thee in my ex- 
tremity, for I am out of work.” This, 
like most of the prayers, consists of 
good advice on readjustment. Some of 
the prayers are even addressed in such 
terms as “Soul of Mine. . .” 

One wonders if these are prayers or 
guided phrases for self-analysis, for 
the idea of God is always subservient to 
the idea of the praying individual. Yet 
it would be folly to neglect the excellent 
psychology which, by and large, obtains 
throughout, because the various word- 
ings are centered in society and the self 
mstead of in religion. 

For practical purposes it is a refresh- 
ing stimulant for more adequate use of 
the meditation technique in personal de- 
velopment. The ideas are those of 
humanism expressed in the language 
of theism. The humanist would be 
offended at the language but pleased 
with the personal implications. 


Rocer D. BoswortH 
THE CHRISTIAN LEADER 


News of Churches and Church People 


DOOLITTLE HOME, VACATION 
AND DONATION DAY 
TO BE OBSERVED 


Until war restrictions prevented tra- 

vel, the first Tuesday in the month of 
June, each year, since the founding of 
the Doolittle Universalist Home at Fox- 
boro, Mass., has been observed as Doo- 
little Home, Visitation and Donation 
Day. With the removal of restrictions, 
the day, June 4, will be observed as 
usual. 
«A committee has arranged a special 
program for the event and this is an 
invitation to Universalists and friends, 
from far and near, to come and help us 
celebrate. Come as early as you wish, 
visit the Home, roam the grounds, and 
stroll about. Foxboro is a_ beautiful 
New England town. This day in Fox- 
boro, you will meet many old friends. 

The Universalist Church will be open 
and light luncheons will be served by a 
church group at a nominal charge. 

The program will commence at 1:30 
P. M. with a reception and musical se- 
lections by the Lawson Trio of Frank- 
lin. Dr. Clinton Lee Scott, the newly 
elected State Superintendent of Massa- 
chusetts, will be the principal . speaker 
‘of the day. 


HAVERHILL CHURCH 
ON THE MARCH 


Under’ the leadership of the Rev. 
Wallace G. Fiske, recently returned 
from service as Chaplain in the United 
States Air Force in China, the First 
Universalist Church of . Haverhill, 
Massachusetts has embarked on a vigor- 
ous post war program. The Trustees are 
raising a fund of thirty thousand dollars 
to repair and renovate the church build- 
ing. The parish plans to engage a full 
time director of religious education as 
soon as possible. In the meantime Miss 
Alice Harrison, former director at the 
First » Universalist Church in Lynn, 
Massachusetts, has been engaged begin- 
ning May 1 to appraise possibilities for 
improvement and expansion and to ad- 
vise in laying the foundation for an ex- 
_ panded program of religious education. 


OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS 
AT MALDEN, MASS. 


At the First Parish in Malden, 
Mass., Universalist, the minister, the 
Reverend Charles H. Monbleau, con- 
ducted a successful Lenten series fea- 
turing outside speakers of different 
denominations. Special music was by 
the combined male choir and women’s 
Universalist Choral Club. Services were 
open to the community and attendance 
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averaged two hundred sixteen per night. 
Speakers were Dr. Tehyi Hsieh, Chinese 
diplomat; Dr. William Wallace Rose of 
Lynn; Dean Edwin J. van Etten of the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston; 
Dr. Herbert J. Gezork of the faculties 
of Wellesley College and Andover New- 
ton Theological School; and the Rev. 
Garfield Morgan of Central Congrega- 
tional Church, Lynn, Massachusetts. 
On Palm Sunday a special service was 
held im the morning with appropriate 
music and decorations, and at 4:00 p. m. 
in the sanctuary Rossini’s Stabat Mater 
was presented under the direction of 
Mrs. Charles Monbleau by the choir 
and Choral Club before a large audience. 
Nearly two hundred persons were pres- 
ent for the annual Maundy Thursday 
service of Holy Communion and thirty 
new members were received. The church 
was beautifully decorated for Easter 
and the regular male choir was aug- 
mented by an instrumental trio and a 
mixed quartette. Some five hundred 
fifty persons were present. 


DR. OLSON HONORED 


Dr. Carl H. Olson, minister of our 
church in Minneapolis, has been elected 
an honorary member of Svenska Salls- 
kapet, the Swedish Society. This is 
the ninth time that this recognition has 
been granted, being a token of outstand- 
ing contribution to Swedish-American 
culture. 

Dr. Leonard Carmichael, president of 
Tufts College, has designated Dr. 
Carl H. Olson of Minneapolis as the 
official representative of that institution 
at the inauguration of Dr. James L. 
Morrill as president of the University of 
Minnesota. 


Liberal Ministry Today 


UNPRECEDENTED 
OPPORTUNITY 


for Significant Service 


Secure your training 
at the 


Theological School of 


ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


Distinctly liberal in spirit of 
instruction and administration. 
Men and women accepted on equal terms. 
Returning veterans admitted at any time. 


If YOU are interested write today for 
information to 
DEAN JOHN MURRAY ATWOOD 
Canton, New York 


EASTER IN PERRY, NEW YORK 


Lovely weather, large congregations 
and a pronounced spirit of loyalty com- 
bined to make the Easter season in 
Perry one of the most impressive and 
enjoyable ever experienced by the local 
Universalist church. 

During the first four days of the pre- 
ceding week, the members joined those 
of other local Protestant churches in 
observing Holy week, Rev. Julia Tobey 
and choir having charge of the Monday 
evening service. 

On Good Friday, the Parish followed 
the usual custom of holding its own 
meeting in its own church. Dr. Ells- 
worth Reamon of Syracuse and Presi- 
dent of the Universalist Church of 
America, was the speaker. 

Sunday morning found the attendance 
with one exception, the largest the 
church has had in over twenty years at 
an Easter service. The offering of 
$350.00 exceeded that of the previous 
year by over forty per cent. 

Rev. Julia Tobey took as her theme 
“A New Picture of the Resurrection,” a 
beautifully thought out sermon that 
created an ideal setting for the recep- 
tion of four new members and two bap- 
tisms. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Chelsea, Mass. 
Woonsocket, R. I. 
Sanrgurss Mass. Qesece ce sees ness cneassescnetoecens 10 


Restoration, Philadelphia, .................... 8 
Biveretts iMiassi tec eeseecris tee cee eens We 
Wittonrersctiers, IMIRISSG! Ectcoscccccaropecenoseecucecdtos 19 
Dexter, Mian ete eesteseeantece eeasceosesteee eer: Q7 
Oera(covuom IN fae) & Larcawiten srtteoescecc te Aas 12 
Southoldis Law Lt ess icceetete eee sores 15 
Ha wert Massie. ceeescciserceocsuterecoese ress Q7 
Orampes SIV ASG 0 ee crcct ae eecnneeenseenee 9 
Sy PAGUISE 5s Nic GN eco. anne neato nce aur 18 
Messiah, Philadelphia, ...................-000+- 11 
IVE ai d erieer VSS Serene meter eecese etter screens 30 
Minneapolis) slVitnan 20.ccticcastesresscnesseeeen- 11 
Perry: ING Xitencareccectsoe ete eostaetteaey: 4 
All Souls, Brooklyn, iN... Yiwelte.sccuesset 49 
Total 299 

THE BETTS MEMORIAL 
The Betts Memorial Universalist 


Church has purchased a parsonage at a 
cost of $10,500. Our Easter offering 
amounted to $2,735 and part of this will 
bé applied on the purchase of the house. 
We have had eight christenings and 
eighteen new members were received 
into the church on Easter Sunday. The 
church was filled on Easter Sunday and 
Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday 
services were unsually well attended. 
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STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS 


we) Aa AIPTE-TAMORG? 550d 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE 


y nC 5, 
\'s! BOSTON 8 MASS: 
Ltd 


Dean Academy and Junior College 
Franklin, Mass. 


Delightfully located in a beautiful old 
New England town. 


Homelike atmosphere for boys and girls 
working together under normal life con- 
ditions. 


Courses of study offered for High School 
and Junior College. 


Intensive review courses in preparation 
for college entrance requirements. 


Junior College courses that major in 
Secretarial Science, Business, Commercial 


Art, Music, Medical Assistant, Pre-Nurs- 
ing, Home Economics, Pre-Engineering. 


Income from endowment funds is used 
to reduce cost of tuition to students. 


Send for catalogue. 


EARLE S. WALLACE 


Headmaster 


BOOK CORNER) 


Nicopemvus. By Dorothy Walworth. 


Houghton Mifflin. $2.50. 

This is written primarily around the 
inner thoughts, struggles and life of Dr. 
Job Tatum, minister of a prominent city 
church. Nevertheless, you can not for- 
get the characters that support him. 
You will not forget Nick Romney, the 
actor, who, cast in the role of a minister, 
visits the church to find out the char- 
acteristics of a minister, only to dis- 
cover himself. 

Nor will you forget Gladys Foster, 
the war bride, whose husband is killed, 
or Laura and her husband, Henry, 
intellectual agnostic. 

The main theme concerns Dr. Tatum 
who started his career as a waif taken 
in by the Salvation Army. While with 
the Salvation Army he attracts the at- 
tention of a benefactor, who, remaining 
anonymous, makes it possible for him 
to get his education, which brings him 
to his present position as minister to 
the city church. 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY BOOKS 


Glenn Clark 


Walter H. Judd 
John G. Magee 
Samuel M. Shoemaker 


TOGETHER 


BY THESE TWELVE MEN 


Rufus M. Jones 

Frank C. Laubach 

J. Rufus Moseley 

E. Stanley Jones 
Starr Daily 
Abraham Vereide 
Glenn Harding 


Howard Thurman 


AN OUTSTANDING GUIDE FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION! 


* This powerful and significant book is the result of a new and inspired 


Christian fellowship of these twelve outstanding religious leaders “ 


together into one united spirit.” 


In this volume they state 


fused 


their convic- 


tions on vital world issues, and speak as one in heralding a resurgence of 


spiritual life that can weld the 
brotherhood of Christ. 


varied peoples of the 


world into a real 


Here is a guide to a true community of interests 


that must come to pass among individuals, groups, and nations. 


The chapters: We Musr Ger 


Reavy to Go Forwarp, 
Must Do ror tHe Wortp, Grerrinc 1x UNron, " 


WHat 


[ue Seeps or THE 


AMERICA 
KING- 


pom, Livinc Prayer, Gop’s Laws Auways Work, Gop AND THE CHURCH, 


CreEATIVE RELATIONSHIPS, 


Persona Repemprion, Sprriruay Ceuis, Tue 
Lrapersuie or Your, and Gop anp THE Race Question, 


$1 


Universalist Publishing House 


16 BEACON STREET 


rh) 
or 
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BOSTON 8, MASSACHUSETTS 


THE BETHANY UNION FOR YOUNG WOMEN 


A UNIVERSALIST INSTITUTION 
256 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 


The managers of the Bethany Union for Young 
Women desire to call attention to the organiza- 
tion, which offers the advantage of a comfortable, 
quiet and agreeable home at a low cost for those 
young women with only moderate means of sup- 
port who come to this city for work or study. 
It is located at 256 Newbury St., Boston, and 
is within easy access of all parts of the city. 
The price of rooms with board, including light 
and heat, is $8.00 and $8.50 per week, for perma- 
nent guests. 

During the summer months there are accom- 
modations for women unattended who may wish 
to visit Boston for a few days at a time. For _ 
such transients the price is $1.50 a day. 

For further information please address the 
Superintendent, Mrs. Winifred E. Spear, 256 
Newbury St., Boston. 


FRANK A. DEWICK, President 
For the Board of Managers 


REV. FRANK WAGGENER MILLER 

Rev. Frank W. Miller, a New York 
state man, who was ordained to the 
Universalist ministry half a century ago, 
died in Washington, D. C., April 24, 
after a long illness. 

While he was unable to attend sery- 
ices, his last years were made happy by 


the interest which his children and 
grand-children took in the work and 
worship .of the Universalist National 


Memorial Church. Mr. Miller was born 
in Branchport, N. Y., May 28, 1866, of 
staunch Universalist parents. He was ed- 
ucated in the country schools and at 
Cornell University. He took his theo- 
logical training at St. Lawrence Univer- 
sity where he was ordained in 1896. His 
first pastorate was at Friendship, New 
York, where on September 23, 1897, he 
was married to Nellie Alvord. She was 
the grand-daughter of Rev. Francis M. 
Alvord and the niece of Rev. Otis Al 
vord. His other pastorates were at 
Woodsville, N. H., McHenry, Stockton 
and Ritchfield, Ill., Webster, N. Y., 
Plymouth, Mich., and Osage, Iowa 
Because of failing health he retired in 
1936 and moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
In 1939, he went to Spring Valley, N. Y. 


to the home of his son Maxwell. In 
1942 he and Mrs. Miller moved to 
Washington to be with Mrs. Dennis, 
their daughter. He is survived by his 
wife, by three children, Maxwell and 
Mrs. Rose Dennis, of Takoma Park, 
Md., a suburb of Washington and Robert, 


of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


He left also nine — grandchildren, 
Eugene, Donald, James, Julie Ann, 
John, Francis and Robert of Takoma 
Park and Janette and Ann of Cedar 
Rapids. 


Funeral services were held at the Lee 
Funeral Home, Washington, April 26, 
and were conducted by the Rev. Seth 
R. Brooks, D. D., his pastor. 
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WANTED: RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION DIRECTOR FOR 
LIBERAL CHURCH. Also to 
work with young people. Sub- 
urban church in growing neigh- 
borhood. Thorough training, 
character, personality, vision, 
desired. Salary $2,000. Ap- 
plicants send qualifications and 
references to’ Richard J. 
Walker, Moderator, Universal- 
ist Church of the Restoration, 
Stenton Avenue and Gorgas 
Lane, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


ACTIVITIES IN THE 


-UNIVERSALIST CHURCH IN 


ASSINIPPI (NORWELL), MASS. 


At a recent Parish meeting of the As- 
sinippi Universalist church the minister, 
Mr. George J. W. Pennington, was in- 
vited to remain as Pastor for a second 
year. The Board of Trustees was reor- 
ganized and Parish officers were elected 
as follows: president of the Parish, 
Walter Russell Hall; Treasurer, Dorothy 
Lind; Clerk, Mrs. Herman Kenney; 
Board of Trustees, Louis Osberg, Alfred 
Howes, and Herman Kenney. Board of 
Trustees, Louis Osberg, Alfred Howes, 
and Herman Kenney. 

On the first five Sundays in Lent, 
Mr. Pennington preached a series of 


_ sermons on the five principles of faith 


ratified at Boston in 1899. During 
Lent the average church attendance was 
thirty-five, a marked increase. The 
Church School has an average attend- 
ance of, twenty-four. The superintend- 
ent of fhe Church School is Elsie Bray. 
Alice Griggsby and Mrs. Wesley Hall 


are teachers. 


EASTER AT ALL SOULS 


Forty-nine new members. One at 
fifteen, one at fifteen and three quar- 
ters, one at sixteen and a half, all others 


THE 


ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


* Canton, New York 


A Liberal Arts College 
Devoted in peace as in war 
to the preparation of young 
men and women for positions 
of leadership and responsibil- 
ity in government, business, 


and the professions, with 
especial consideration for 
veterans. 


Eucenre GARRETT BEWKES 
President 


Ye 


May 18, 1946 


(forty-six) over twenty-three; eleven 
of these veterans of World War II with 
overseas records. Standing room only; 
turned them away. This is the largest 
Easter class of my seventeen years at 
All Souls; the largest since 1919. 
(Signed) Cornelius Greenway 


DOMAS WRITES FOR 
HARVARD BULLETIN 

The Rev. Isaiah Jonathan Domas, 
minister at the Universalist Church at 
North Adams, Mass., was one of the 
three graduate students to have book 
reviews printed in the Harvard Divinity 
School Bulletin for 1946. 

Three hundred and fifty young people 
turned out in the little town of North 
Adams for a Union Good Friday Serv- 
ice in the Universalist Church. Rev. 
I. J. Domas presided over the service. 


PERSONAL 

Mrs. .Donna P. Bonner formerly of 
our Washington church, and of the 
board of the National A. U. W., flew 
from her home in Palm Beach to Gua- 


TWO 
HUNDRED 
LITTLE SERMONS 


The Christian Register. 


HARVARD 


By CHARLES E. PARK 
MINISTER — FIRST CHURCH IN BOSTON 


UNIVERSITY PRESS 
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 


temala City, May 1, to spend a month 
with her daughter Mrs. Hartwell Webb, 
the former 
church. 


assistant at the National 


THE 
INNER 
VICTORY 


“No minister anywhere in our Unitarian churches has so great a 
gift with words used to express matters of the spirit as Dr. Park. 
We predict this little book will be on thousands of book shelves 
across the land. Its pages will be thumbed and its sentences 
employed during years to come.” — Stephen H. Fritchman, in 


#1.76 at all bookstores 


Notices 


FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSALIST 
CONVENTION 

At a regular meeting of the Committee 
of Fellowship of the Massachusetts Univer- 
salist Convention to be held on Monday, 
June 3, 1946, at 1:45 pm. at 16 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Keith Munson and George L. 
Niles will be examined as to their fitness 
for ordination. Cart A. Hempert., Secy. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF FELLOWSHIP 


Transferred: George A. Mark (D.U.) to 
Massachusetts. J. Wayne Haske, Secy. 


RHODE ISLAND UNIVERSALIST 
CONVENTION 

The 109th annual session of the Rhode 
Island Universalist Convention will be held 
on Wednesday, June Sth, at four o’clock in 
the Woonsocket Universalist Church for the 
purpose of electing officers, the reading of 
reports, and such other matters as may duly 
come before it at that time. 

Henry H. Scnootey, Secy. 


OHIO UNIVERSALIST 
CONVENTION CALL 
The 121st session of the Ohio Univer- 
salist Convention, with its various auxiliary 
organizations, will meet in Attica, Ohio, 
June 0-23. The purpose of this meeting 
is.to receive reports, elect officers, and con- 
duct such other business as may legally 
come before the Convention. 
Harriet E. Drutey, Secretary 


PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
CONVENTION 

The 115th annual session of the Pennsyl- 
vania Universalist State convention will be 
held in Brooklyn, Pa., Friday to Sunday, 
May 31-June 2, to receive reports from its 
officers, elect officers for the ensuing year 
and, transact such business as may legally 
be brought before it. 

The Brooklyn people are making cordial 
preparations for this convention, an interest- 
ing and profitable program has been ar- 
ranged by Rey. Russell Lockwood, pastor of 
the church and chairman of the program 
committee, and a “good time” is assured all 
who come. We especially invite isolated 
Universalists. Herzsert E. Benton, Secy. 


Introducing Meditations for a third period of our church year, Summer 


REFRESHMENT 


FOR THE SPIRIT 


Is designed to be read and reread. 
Simple in style—personal in feeling 


—as Mr. Wyman says “In writing the 


Meditations, 
sitting with you in your home, and 
talking with you. 
feel any of that warmth of fellowship 
and are stimulated to think through 
and beyond the printed word, my mis- 
sion will be successful.” 

Mr. H. S. Latham has this comment 
to make after reading the manuscript: 

“T like them for 
their 
personal quality. You make the reader 
feel that someone who knows and cares 
is talking with him in an intimate and 
friendly way.” 


I have tried to imagine 


If you, in turn, 


their 
above 


simplicity, 


and all their 


directness, 


PRICES 


Please send 
Refreshment for the Spirit 


Enclosed: cash [| check [  ] 


Send to 


If demand is great enough these 
will be reprinted to fill all crders 
coming in by June 20th. To avoid 
delay, however, please use tear off 
and send your order at once. 


Universalist Publishing House 


16 Beacon Street 
Boston 8, Massachusetts 


TUFTS COLLEGE 


A Seat of Learning 
in New England 


Unusual Resources 


Welcomes returning 
veterans 


Leonard Carmichael, Ph.D., LL.D., President 


For information address: 
Medford 55, Massachusetts 
_————————————— 


Crackling | 


Uncle John was departing, and pre- 
sented his nephew with a pound note. 

“Now, be careful with that money, 
Tommy,” he said. “Remember the say- 
ing, ‘A fool and his money are soon 
parted.’ ” 

“Yes, Uncle, but thank you for part- 
ing with it just the same.” 


—The Schoolmaster. 


- 


“My boy,” said a married bishop to 
the bootboy employed at the episcopal 
palace, “you have mixed. up the shoes 
again. I want you to remember that 
there is one greater than either of us 
who takes note of all our actions.” 

“Yes, my lord,” replied the boy, “she’s 
already spoken to me about it!” 


—The inquirer. _ 


- . . 


A certain very happily married college 
professor, delivering a graduation ad- 
dress, had this to say to the listening 
students: 

“Gentlemen, many of you will marry. 
Let me entreat you to be kind to your 
wives:. Be patient with them. When 
one of you asks your wife to go riding 
with you, do not worry if she is not 
ready at the appointed time. Have a 
good book nearby. Read it while you~ 
wait. And, gentlemen,” his kindly — 
smile showed a trace of irony—‘“I as-— 
sure you that you will be astonished at 
the information you will acquire.” 


—Contributed. 


Eee 


The lady found a wasp in her soup 
and angrily called the waiter. “What is 
this?” she demanded, tersely. The 
waiter replied, “That, madam, is a 
Vitamin Bee.”—Eachange. 
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